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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the September edition of Window on Wesleys:
peopl e speak of uthamsatsareanyofadhave! , 6
felt it. This summer among our community we have had
weddings, new homes, new jobs, illness, some hard endings with
redundancy or grief, travel for work and holidays, and much
prayer and preparation for the year to come. This is a community
with far reach, indeed. Demonstrating that, we were honoured to
welcome His Excellency the President of Fiji and his wife for a
special visit at the Chapel in July: they had come to the UK for the
opening of the Commonwealth Games, and were very pleased to
visit the Museum especially, and to receive prayers for Fiji. We
were also glad to have visit a group of presidents of historically
black Methodist colleges and universities from the USA, and also
representatives from our global Methodist partners before our
British Conference, including folk from Rwanda, Samoa, the USA,
and further afield.

At our church meeting in June, we reflected on our values as a
community. The top three were welcome, hospitality, and
worship: people reflected on their value for pastoral care, for
being known, and for having encouragement in the church
community wherever they were in their life. We will be taking
these values forward as we develop our mission this year, and it
was a proud thing to hear people speak about how you have
stood with one another through some hard times. What we do in
worship prepares us for our work in the week, whether paid or
unpaid, at home or out and about.

This summer | have been two weeks at the Lambeth Conference,
a n d written about that elsewhere in this issue: | will also be
attending the World Council of Churches in Germany as one of
two British representatives in the first week of September. But as
far as we travel, the local is what grounds us, and where we do
the work of church.



My proudest moment this summer was seeing the video of one of
our church children at the end of his first experience of music
camp, playing keyboards in a band, and wanting to see how he
could use these gifts in church.

Amidst all of this, we are coming into some hard times as inflation
rises. We will be using our benevolent fund as much as we can
to help one another bridge the gap at the end of months or when
money has run short. Who we are together is strong, noisy,
joyful, and truth-telling: | suspect this year will hold many
surprises, and much joy and hardship both: through it all God is
faithful.

Jen
Lunchtime Music Recitals in September
@ Wesl eydbs Chapel
4th Lewis Kingsley Peart - Piano
11t Roger Press - Piano
18t Yoshino Kitao - Voice

25t Sally Belcher - Viola

Tuesdays @ 1.05pm
Entry Free of Charge




A big thank you to John Showemimo, a longtime friend and

member of the Chapel who penned the following hymn which
should be sungshongh®&at ehpasdodarCr 4 o h
Choir Director, Mikyung Kim, play the tune on the organ and was

inspired by Holy Communion to write this hymn.

All are welcome to this table
Here our Master shall we meet
Joined as one from every nation
Here God's family is complete

Hear the words of Christ The Saviour
Hereds my body, shared f ol
Take and eat, with joyful gladness
May it fill thee: life anew.

Take this cup, my brothers, sisters
Herebs my bl ood, itdés shar:
Giving thanks unto The Father &
Do this to remember me.

Thank you Lord, our gracious Father
You have called us to the feast

Where wedre fed and nouri st
From the greatest to the least.

Our Mi ni st er |, t he Revd Steven Coo

Grace and peace to you, as summer begins to wane, and as we

enter September together as the unique and extraordinary
community that is Wesleyds Chapel
few weeks away for me during the summer, it is wonderful to be

back and refreshed for the start of this new Methodist

connexional year. There is much to celebrate as we look back

over the year just completedd not least as we have continued,

stage by stage, to emerge from the deepest extents of the



constraints placed on our life together by the Covid pandemicd
and there is much to look forward to in the year ahead.

It was an absolute joy, last Saturday, to spend the day with many
of you at the seaside at Southend: it was an excellent occasion
for getting to know many of you better; and we shared in a spirit
of fellowship and celebration that | feel set us up really well, as a
Christian community, to do our job of bearing witness to the grace
and goodness of God in Jesus Christ in the months ahead. We
know there are some difficult times ahead, if not already,
concerning costs of living; at the same time, in spite of these
challenges, as people of Christ we have Good News to declared
Good News that is realised, in times such as these, in our
capacity and initiative for supporting one another as brothers and
sisters in the human family. We see the face of Christ in the face
of our neighbour, and we are moved by the risen Christ to love
our neighbour, even at cost to ourselves.

A highlight for me of the past
o @ Vvisit to the Taizé Community in
central France for the last week
of July. Driving by minibus via
the Eurotunneld on the very
day that a traffic meltdown on
the approach to Folkestone was
at the top of the news
headlinesd made for a long
journey! But it could not have
been more worthwhile: the whole group had an immense
experience over the course of the week. There are many words
that can be used to describe a week in Taizé: deeply special,
valuable, incredible fun, amazing, transforming, joyful, enriching,
Oan experience | i ke no othero.

Paradoxically, it is very hard to convey in writing the depth of the
experience that lies behind such wordsad it is a combination of
many different things: from journeying together, to living together
(as campers or in dormitories), to meeting new friends from all

f
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over the world, eating with them each day, sharing with them in

daily reflection on passages from the Bible and on our lives at

home (with outstanding input from the monastic Brothers of the
Community itself), to joining with

folk with hugely diverse

backgrounds and experiences in
workshops on key issues, to
worshipping with the whole

community each day in a

multiplicity of languagesd yetin a

way that is extraordinarily

accessible and engaging for alld

to marvelling at the beauty of the Burgundy countryside and the

crystal clarity of the night-time starscape, to enjoying a crépe and

an evening refreshment accompanied by the joyous energy of a

t hrong of young guitarists and pe
besides. It is one of those things that, to be understood, simply

has to be experienced! And it was a deeply moving experience

for me to be able to introduce some of our younger adults here at
Wesl eyds to all this i n our trip

One of the themes of the conversations that the young adults at
Taizé sharedint hi s year was OBecoming cr
theme was approached over the course of the week from six

di fferent angles: oO0the joy of rec
all brothers and sistersoé, o6solid
passi on f or Christian unityo, and 0

was much in this that
speaks to the challenges
facing us at the moment, in
this time of economic crisis,
of strain on our
communities, and the toxic
character of much of our
politics. It was an
experience from which |
myself have taken away
much, and doubtless this




will be reflected in my preaching etc over the year ahead.

We will be visiting Taizé again next summerd open to everyone

aged 15 to 29. | f vy cawedthe ddtet 0 t o
July to 6™ August 2023. There will be more information about this
to come in due courseé in the mea

a small taste of Taizéo forallagesdt o be had here at
every month: in the form of our Taizé-style service of

contemplative prayer, echoing the style of the daily evening

worship in Taizé itself, at 7pm on the first Sunday of the month.

We gather as usual for this at 7pm on Sunday 4" September right

here: do join us!

And as al ways donome , heisfi tyaodued a ol icl
about Taizé, or about absolutely anything else that is on your

mind! | am here for you. You can reach me on 07483 1605930 or

at the Chapel most days. Is always a privilege to share with you

in whatever life brings your wayd please do be in touch.

Wishing you every blessing this month, and in the year ahead,

Steven
Summertime and the living is easyé .
Or thatodéds what Ell a Fitzgerald sa
this point!
Summer at the chapel hasnotbeen man

convinced easy was one of them. Of course by the time you read
this we will have had our seaside outing but it has taken a fair bit
of organising. Particular thanks must go to Beatrice and Tracey in
the office whobdbve been a huge hel

Elsewherewe 6 ve had the heatwave summe
putting out a water stand with the tea thermoses repurposed to

hold iced water for passers-by. A small act in itself but | think

there were as many people taking pictures of it as were availing



themselves, and it was even mentioned to me in Norfolk, so word
travelled clearly!

Smal | simple acts of kindnes-m ar e
trade. | f you have any fAmaybe the
us know. Weobre already Wumhlakhdang i n
warmspacec ome t he winter. | f youdd |

publicising it to your neighbours/colleagues), please do let me

know, wedre planning ahead so tha
be able to help our neighbours. The earlier we can have a fully-
organised plan in place, the better prepared we will be to make it

happen. Currently we are thinking Monday or Thursday

lunchtime.

Thomas Smith 1 Leysian Missioner
Attending the Lambeth Conference

| was unsure what Lambeth would be like, and | can't think of a
more extraordinary gathering of
people: over 650 Anglican
Bishops and their spouses from
all across the globe.

Just the fact that spouses are part
of the programme speaks of the
wide cultural and theological
diversity among the 165 nations
and provinces represented. For
many, it is a full time I f unpaid
extraordinary mission and other work. For example, Mrs Wande
Aida Eriminio (Aida, for short) from South Sudan who convened
the small group | was a part of is also an ambassador for South
Sudan, working in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation. She also houses herself multiple orphans and
grows all her own food, working alongside her husband.




For the first time the Anglican Communion has accepted that
provinces(nKei t hos case, the Episcopal
which have same sex marriage as an option are a full and faithful

part of the family, but at this Conference, the same sex spouses

were present but not invitedtothes pou s es 0 pirtlosdelt a mme
an odd accommodation, especially as by the end of the two

weeks many who cannot accept same sex marriage had

nonetheless become good friends with the same sex spouses

present.

Archbishop Justin did not pull his punches in the Bible exposition
on 1 Peter, the central text for the Conference: it's obvious, but
hearing out loud that you cannot oppose slavery and its effects
without also opposing patriarchy and the inequality of women is
important. These things have formed a large part of my
discussion in small groups, as we learned about each other's
lives.

My Bible study group included women from South Sudan, Ghana,
the USA, and Guyana. We have laughed, cried, and had good
fellowship - and very honest sharing, helped by interpreters. The
biggest takeaway for me is that 'ordinary life' somehow has to
continue during times of war and political oppression - and these
are the women who make that happen. Babies are born, elderly
and orphans cared for, church life continued - in the strength of
Jesus Christ.

It was excellent to see our President Graham Thompson
participating with Archbishop Justin and other ecumenical guests,
and promoting our mutual work on climate emergency. Being a
Methodist here I've been greeted with great hospitality. Global
and United Kingdom leaders have been keen to make
connections, and renew them. Remember that United Kingdom
Anglicanism is not just the Church of England, | do not think the
guestion of unity and mutual recognition is a dead letter!

Most of all, to praise God together is a joy, and to commit again to
God's work each of us.



And a note arriving today from an
wife, currently living in a refugee camp in Uganda with displaced
people, having fled conflict as a whole church community:

From Mama Bishop Yunia, Liwolo Diocese, South Sudan

e | hope you are doing well | stil
Lambeth conference, we have reached well in Uganda in the

refugee settlement camp where we are taking care of the south
Sudanese refugees in exile. Thank you so much for praying for us

for the safe journey mercies.

The women and children in the refugee settlement and the
Diocese of Liwolo at large are very happy and warmly received
your regards and greetings, they are very eager to learn from the
teaching we received from Lambeth conference.

| kindly ask you to pray with us as we looking for resources to be
able to organize this training in the near future so that they can
benefit fully.

| thank God for drawing yourself to me so that we can be able to
pray for each other and share things and experiences together in
one accord. We pray to the Almighty God to grow our relationship
and to strengthen it as we stand firm in Jesus Christ.

Looking forward to hear from you soon and may the
Almighty bless you

With Love

Mama bishop Yunia, Matron of Liwolo Diocese.
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What we did on our holiday

Who else remembers those essays at school after we came back
from holiday? There was al ways so
somewhere amazing while the rest of us were trying to make our
holidays sound far more exciting. Every year there were more

shark attacks reported off the English shore in those essays than

was ever the case in real | i1 f eé

In August Erick and | did go off on a summer jaunt, if only for a
day.

Since | was 14 (no that is not ancient history!) | have helped
every summer at a privately owned railway, opened just three
weekends a year to the public, with all the money raised going to
charity.

Covid years excepted, The Norton
Hill Light Railway has been a
feature of summers in Snettisham
since the 1980s. As a small boy |
rode on it, then when | was a bit
older | was invited to lend a hand.
Since then | have learnt how to do
o il : o just about everything needed to
makethedaygowell Evendr|V| ng the engines. B
gauge, but based on a 750mm railway, the locomotives are
around a ton each and can handle a train of 25 people on the
1km trip. There are two bridges and a tunnel, and a level crossing
which also makes a good Ticket barrier!

Among the good causes helped this year were church appeals,
schools, youth groups and the local homelessness charity. As

we l | as the trains a Avillage fet
weekend a different group comes to help, The Lions, The Rotary
and The Roundtable. Consequently,

weekend.



| suspect Erick wil/|l be annoyed t
Engine was being displayed. With railway strikes he only

managed to come for one of the six
days. He also missed much of the

| ocomoti vesod mishb

Sadly,] somehow doub
convince the trustees we really ought
to have an onsite railway for

Wesl| ey 6s, my 1 dl e
been spent trying to think how we
could run a route perhaps from the
front to back gates with a little bridge up and down the door steps
on the North sideté

Thomas Smith T Leysian Missioner

Dondét miss the Worl dbs Biggest
for MacMillan Cancer Support

The Worl ddés Biggest Co
isMacmi |l |l an Canlbggast Supp
annual fundraising event, held to support

people living with cancer. People all over

THE WORLD'S the UK either host or attend a Coffee

BlGGEST Morning to raise money for Macmillan.

Sl The official date is Friday 30™
September, but a coffee morning to
support MacMillan can be held at any time. From a group in the
garden, sharing a coffee over a screen or a takeaway cake and
cuppa, you can hold yours however you like.

Last year, 2021, Macmillan raised over £11 million and hopes to
top that this year.

Find out more at: https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk



https://coffee.macmillan.org.uk/
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When the Church first agreed that the Earth
went around the Sun

Did you know that it was only 200 years ago, on 11" September

1822, that the Roman Catholic Church admitted that the 16th

century astronomer Galileo Galilei might have been right about

the Earth orbiting the Sun. The College of Cardinals reversed the
Churchoés condemnati or
Galileo had spent the last nine years

of his life under house arrest for

publishing his work on the subject.

Galileo (1564 1 1642) was a brilliant
scientist and a pious Catholic. Albert
Einstein called him the father of
modern science, and he was one of
the first to state that the laws of nature were mathematical. He
was not infallible, however: his theories on tides were quite
wrong: he described the idea that the moon influenced them as
Achil di sho and Aocculto.

His support for heliocentrism, a theory that had existed since the
Ancient Greeks, however, was spot on, but the consensus at the
time 1 political, scientific and religious i held that the Earth was

the centre of the uni ver se, and t
absurd and heretical o. That was t
in 1615.

Some 17 years later, Galileo published his theories, but

unfortunately in a way that alienated the Pope, who until then had

given him support as a scientist. He was tried by the Inquisition,

who found him fivehemently suspect
recant, and subjected him to house arrest. It could have been

worse.

The Cardinal sé6 decision in 1822 w
it represented a big shift for the Roman Catholic Church T though
It was not until 1835 that his wo



list of banned books. And it was only in 1992 that Pope John Paul
Il conceded officially that the Earth was not stationary in the
heavens. Eight years after that he apologised to Galileo for the
way he had been treated.

And finallyeéeeée
| know what you meantu saitdéa.t 6s

extracts from chur

Some r eal e
e righté

I
come out qui

1 Announcement in the church bulletin for a National PRAYER
& FASTING Conference: The cost for attending the Prayer
& Fasting conference includes meals.

1 Report in a church magazine: Miss Charlene Mason sang |
will not pass this way again, giving obvious pleasure to the
congregation.

1 From a pew-sheet: Ladies, don't forget the jumble sale.
Nowd6s your chance to get rid of
keeping around the house. Don't forget your husbands.

1 From a pew-sheet: The sermon this morning is entitled
0Jesus Wal ks on the Watlldbe:d6. The
60Searching for Jesusao.

1 From a pew-sheet: Next Thursday there will be try-outs for
the choir. Do go along if you can sing at all. They need all
the help they can get.

1 From an announcement: Sadly, Barbara remains in the
hospital. She is having trouble sleeping, and so has
requested tapesoft he mi ni ster 6s ser mons




HOLY CLUB

YOUNG ADULT
FELLOWSHIP

Inspired by John Wesley’s original Holy
Club at Oxford in 1729, gather with fellow
young believers to, eat explore Faith, and

practice discipleship.
Wednesdays 6-7:30 PM

Philadelphia Room

Contact: Erick Hunter,
GMF@Wesleyschapel.org.uk

Weekly Book
Discussion: “The
Screwtape Letters”
by G.S. Lewis.
Wednesdays 6-7:30

Lindisiarne Retreat:
The Gospel in the
Lion the Witch and
the Wardrobe.
October 7-9, cost
£100.

Bring & Share Pichic
in Regent's Park: July
13th, 6-7:30 PML

WESLEY'S GHAPEL AND
LEYSIAN MISSION

49 City Road, EC1Y 1AU

hitps:/f'www.wesleyschapel.
org.uk/holy-cluby/
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