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Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the October edition of Window on Wesley’s!   
We are now in the thirtieth year since the Leysian Mission and 
Chapel communities joined together, and the fortieth since 
Wesley’s Chapel re-opened after its renovations. This makes 240 
years of Methodism on this site, added to forty-plus more years of 
that mix of evangelism, service, and education that marked the 
Wesleys’ mission at the Foundery before the building of this 
Chapel.  There is much here for which we give thanks.  
 
That said, now is a time when we do well to remember that God 
has no grand-children, only children: the Gospel must be re-
planted, re-taught, given away in every generation.  From the 
pulpit in September, I asked ‘what kind of church do we want to 
be?’ and I’ve been thrilled by your answers: you are not waiting, 
but getting on to make it so. Did someone teach us the Lord’s 
Prayer, or the hymn tunes, or stories about Jesus, or to remember 
the words of the 23rd Psalm? Did someone teach us that God 
loves us entirely, that there is nothing we can do to make God 
love us more? Ours is to pass these lessons on, in every way we 
can.  
 
Our vision to be a confident, welcoming, local and global Christian 
community.  We do this not because we want to ‘make our mark,’ 
or even because we want to see Methodism thrive and continue, 
though we do.  We do this because never more than now has the 
world needed public voices to defend kindness, welcome, service, 
and the humanity of each person.  Never more have we needed 
encouragement to resist any force that says we are only worth 
what we can do, or what we can spend.  And never more have we 
needed new ways to express Christian faith, not just to those who 
are ‘in the know’ already, but those who have never considered 
God.   
 
Our vision here is not just for today, but for the next 50, 75, or 100 
years and beyond. And our vision here may be as local as helping 
a young adult with CV and interview skills, or a parent finding it 



hard to budget.  Our vision here may also be as global as giving a 
space for different Methodist Churches to work together against 
political oppression, or for spiritual revival among our people.  Our 
vision is certainly to continue to tradition of breaking bread and 
word, handed onto us by Jesus himself.   
 
Right now, you are carrying this vision forward.  First and 
foremost, every week we worship together. This year, in response 
to the London District ‘Moving Stories’ initiative (some went on the 
Conference weekend in July) we will seek to become a ‘sanctuary 
church,’ getting to know each other a little better and telling our 
stories.     
 
You may not be aware yet of the ‘new to London’ events, or 
‘employability’ programme this church offers, mentoring young 
adults.  Or of the ‘Get set’ programme that helps parents work 
with children to learn money skills and manage debt. You may be 
more aware of our close to 20,000 Heritage visitors in 2017-18, or 
the expanded learning programme we are offering in local schools 
this year including a ‘Great Georgian Bake-off’ and teaching John 
Wesley’s ‘Primitive Physick’.  There is also a monthly adult faith 
development programme and more chances for Bible study, on 
Sundays at church.   
 
So give thanks for the work of God here, get involved where you 
feel called, and be proud of what we are doing together in God’s 
name.  It is your work, it is God’s work, and it is good. 
 
All best, Jen     

 
For all the Saints: Modern Martyrs 

 
This autumn Wesley’s Chapel’s Thursday lunchtime service has 

been considering the lives of several ‘modern martyrs,’ leading up 

to the festival of All Saints’.  On Thursday 27 September our guest 

preacher was Julian Bond, speaking about Shahbaz Bhatti, a 

Christian Pakistani politician, martyred in 2011.  Julian is now a 

member of the Methodist Connexional team but then was Director 



of the Christian Muslim Forum, a national interfaith organisation.  

He met, and worked with, Mr Bhatti in the months before his 

death.  The text of his talk follows.  The scripture was Matthew 

7.7-12. 

 
Shahbaz Bhatti, “For all the saints: Modern Martyrs”  

at Wesley’s Chapel 
 
Today is actually a Shahbaz Bhatti anniversary. The Christian 
Muslim Forum website tells me that it was eight years ago today 

that he spoke at an event the Forum 
organised at St George the Martyr. I could 
wish now, and then, for a more encouraging 
name, though we were anxious for Shabazz’s 
safety at the time, whatever the name of the 
church. Our faith is framed in martyrdom, as is 
all too obvious. You heard about Dr King here 
recently, and he was following in the footsteps 
of Jesus. At this time of year we also 
remember, with Muslim friends, the day of 

Ashura and the martyrdom of imam Hussain. 
 
Martyrdom is always, and this may be a difficult thought as we 
mourn those who are no longer with us, a choice. If God’s people 
follow a particular course and murderous hate stands in their path 
they will commit to keep walking no matter what, as Jesus did 
when he set his face to Jerusalem and certain death. 
 
It was much the same for Shahbaz Bhatti. When he became the 
Pakistan Minister for Minorities in 2008 we had hope, in the 
Christian Muslim Forum, for what he might achieve; and in the 
Pakistan context sectarian bombings against minorities and abuse 
of blasphemy legislation stood out. He was in an extremely risky 
high profile public position and was a member of one of the 
minority groups that was on the receiving end of violence and 
discrimination. 
 



Eight years ago I was Director of the Christian Muslim Forum and 
we had a number of strong connections with Pakistan among our 
Christian and Muslim colleagues. We took a keen interest in what 
was happening in Pakistan because of our close connections and 
also through the various statements that we issued condemning 
sectarian violence, while wishing we could do more. Arranging for 
Shahbaz to speak at St George the Martyr with members of the 
British Muslim community and Pakistani media present was a first 
step towards doing more. We were all too aware as we met him, 
and as he spoke, that he was a marked man. 
 
As expected, he spoke out against how the blasphemy law was 
abused, with people taking action against their neighbours for 
trifling reasons knowing that the scandal of even the appearance 
of blasphemy would put the force of law on their side, or provide 
an excuse for mob violence. This was very well known through 
the case of Aasia Bibi who we had already been seeking to 
support through letters to high-ranking Pakistani politicians and 
appeals through one of our Muslim partners. Shahbaz described 
how action would be taken against those making false 
accusations and taking the law into their own hands. 
 
Alongside senseless deaths like that of Shahbaz we have 
unfortunately encountered those which achieve the senseless 
deaths of many other innocent victims through suicide bombing, in 
London and elsewhere. And they are very different. The martyr 
asks a question through their life which continues after their death 
– why is there callousness and violence, what good does it 
achieve and ultimately why is power, especially power abused to 
the extreme, so afraid of peace, love and non-violence?  
 
We have the unusual juxtaposition of our Gospel reading from the 
Sermon on the Mount, which has the theme of asking running 
through it. In his very being Shahbaz was asking a question of a 
society that had embraced an extreme fear – why are you so 
afraid? And we might ask the same question of British society 
sometimes, as politicians play on our fears, whether it is Brexit, 
the EU, immigrants or Muslims. There is some hope in Jesus’ final 



words in the reading – ‘In everything do to others as you would 
have them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.’ This is 
the core of non-violence for Dr King, Shahbaz Bhatti and the even 
more difficult question that Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrestled with – 
was it justifiable for Christians to seek the death of Hitler? 
 
As Shahbaz sought to live out his Christian principles he knew 
how predictably society, in its extreme use of power would 
respond. Just as Jesus referred to the law and the prophets for 
guidance on how to live well as God’s people, he also referred to 
them when speaking about his own inevitable suffering and death. 
 
But returning to the martyr’s question, and this is where the 
suicide bombers fit in, we have become familiar with the so-called 
‘martyrdom video’, where terrorists seek to give meaning and 
justification to what are, without doubt, senseless acts. Shahbaz 
Bhatti made a video to be released in the event of his death. In it 
he says that "the forces of violence" were prepared to kill him 
because "they want to impose their radical philosophy in Pakistan. 
I'm ready to die for a cause. I'm living for my community and 
suffering people, and I will die to defend their rights. So these 
threats and these warnings cannot change my opinions and 
principles." 
 
This commitment to the end, as with Jesus, was how he lived for 
his people. 
 
Sadly, he died, he was assassinated, on 2 March 2011 a few 
months after I met him. On behalf of the Christian and Muslim 
members of the Christian Muslim Forum I drafted and released 
this statement: 
 
We were encouraged by the work of Mr Bhatti, who spoke up so 
bravely on behalf of minorities in Pakistani society. We applaud 
the efforts of all who seek to work for fairness, justice and peace 
in Pakistan while regretting that there are frequent attacks on 
members of religious minorities. We are also saddened that those 
who have worked to correct the abuse of blasphemy legislation 



have paid for peaceful and community-building efforts with their 
lives. 
 
We ask politicians, community and religious leaders in Pakistan to 
use political and religious resources to do all that they can to 
reduce feelings of fear, prejudice and hatred by emphasising that 
Pakistan is one society made up of diverse groups which depends 
on building good relationships with all. We also ask for it to be 
made more widely known that the Prophet Muhammad, in his 
time, personally pledged the safety of Christians, and others, in 
Muslim society. 
 
I was reminded at a dialogue event this week, by a Muslim friend, 
of the words of Tertullian which you have probably already heard 
quoted during this series – ‘the blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the church.’ Unpacking exactly what is meant and intended by 
these words opens up some difficult questions but what they 
should emphasise, as Shahbaz Bhatti did, is that the death of a 
martyr is a sign of life, not of ultimate defeat.  
 
Julian Bond 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Greetings to All, 
 
You may remember my being on placement at Wesley’s Chapel, 
as a Student Presbyter, at the end of May/start of June.  It seems 
like an age ago already, but an experience not to be forgotten 
quickly as much was learned, and I thank you all for that. 
 
Following the placement, I travelled with a group of students and 
staff from college (The Queens Foundation) to Israel/Palestine 
engaging with the Methodist Liaison Office in Jerusalem.  Part of 



our activity involved spending time at ‘summer clubs’ for 
Palestinian children including refugees: one in the city of 

Bethlehem at “Wi'am: The 
Palestinian Conflict 
Transformation Center”, the 
second at “Daher’s Vineyard” in 
the hills southwest of 
Bethlehem at the “Tent of 
Nations”. 
 
Wesley’s Chapel generously 
donated £100 towards the 

activities with these children which was spent on sports and 
games equipment; footballs and cones, tennis balls, egg and 
spoon race, skipping ropes, frisbees and balloons.  Much fun and 
laughter were had with the children and young people in both 
places, and we, as a team, were made very welcome, and 
exhausted by the heat and the unceasing energy of the children. 
 
At the end of our time all the equipment was donated to Wi’am 
and its continuing work as Tent of Nations had recently received a 
donation.  The staff at Wi’am were very grateful for these gifts and 
for continuing prayers offered for their work of conflict 
transformation and reconciliation. 
 
Phil Osborne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Reclaiming the Christian Message Within Halloween 
 

When we held our first All Hallows Eve Party for Children last 
year, I’m aware there was a few raised eyebrows! I thought 
therefore, I’d take the opportunity in the run up to this year’s event 
to explain a little of the background, and what will be happening. 
 
The name “Halloween” is actually a contraction of “All Hallows 
Eve”. Just as Christmas Eve is the day before Christmas Day, All 
Hallows Eve is the day before the Christian festival of All Hallows 
Day (also known as All Saints Day). 
 
On All Hallows Eve, the church acknowledges that there is 
darkness in the world, knowing that we have the light of the saints 
and the hope of Jesus to overcome such darkness. Through 
laughing and ridiculing the things that scare us, we take away the 
power of fear that they have over us. 
 
So what will be doing at our All Hallows Eve Party? Offering a 
chance for children to participate in the seasonal celebrations that 
flood society at this time in a way that is consistent with the 
Christian message, positive, and safe. 
 
We’ll be using games and crafts to help us learn about some of 
the saints and their stories. The saints bring light to the world and 
benefit to our lives; a message that will be emphasised through 
our final activity - a glow in the dark treasure hunt. The party is a 
chance to gently introduce the message of Jesus to those who 
may not have heard it before, as well as a chance to increase the 
religious literacy of children that have grown up within the church. 
 
If you’d like to know more about our All Hallows Eve Party, please 
do speak to me. We welcome additional helpers, suggestions, or 
prayer support. 
 
A reminder that children in school years 1-8 that wish to attend 
MUST book in advance via Eventbrite: http://ow.ly/ZlkS30lW2e5 
to ensure we have the appropriate consent forms, resources, and 

http://ow.ly/ZlkS30lW2e5


a safe sign in/out process. If you’d like assistance with doing this, 
please contact Judith Bell via the church office. 

 
 



Greetings to you all, 
 
Increasingly I hear people asking, “what can we do about our knife 
crime?”  
 
With regard to this question it was one which led me to go to the 
Camden and Islington Citizens Commission on the Civil Society 
Response to Youth Violence, First Public Hearing recently. At the 
event I heard from a mother whose son had been murdered, 
people from a local youth project, students at a school, a bishop, 
Islington and Camden Councils, the Metropolitan Police and 
Scotland’s Violence Reduction Unit.  
 
None of these people have easy solutions, and whilst we know the 
figures are too high there was good news mixed in there too. The 
level of violent crime in Islington is falling, and bucking the trend in 
other London boroughs. 
 
There are in terms of what to do some important things, which we 
can do as Christians. 
 
The first is support our youth services and those working in them. 
Within this church congregation we have people who work on the 
front line in Islington Youth Services, we need to support them and 
those they work with in prayer and through encouragement. 
Soapbox, a youth centre on Old Street has recently invited me to 
go in one evening a week as a faith presence. Pray for the leaders 
and young people there and that we may be able to grow that 
relationship with them. 
 
The second is we need to support our young people in a world 
where things change quickly. We need to be aware of the issues 
our young people face. That does not mean we need to agree with 
everything but we do need to understand the pressures upon our 
young people and young adults, including social media. 
It is important that we see nobody as a lost cause and that we 
continue to work with people 18+. That is obviously so important to 
us as a chapel community and why Judith and I work very closely 



together. It also reflects the Methodist approach of looking at 
young people as being up to 23. 
It was pointed out that many of those who are involved in incidents 
of violent crime have experienced some trauma earlier in their 
lives. That doesn’t excuse the crime but it does mean that we 
pastoral care and signposting to professional services is such an 
important thing.  
 
The impact of older siblings on younger siblings is important. This 
is not just an issue which relates to our older youth. This again 
reflects why all the youth provision the Chapel offers, including 
through our BB and GA is so important too.  
Our young adults have a role in mentoring and supporting those 
younger to them and so if you are a young adult reading this 
consider, if you don’t already, if you could volunteer with any of 
youth activities and help mentor a younger person. If you think you 
could please speak with Judith Bell. 
 
Superintendent Nick Davies of the Metropolitan Central North 
Division spoke about the way that officers are now wearing body 
camera’s and that this is changing the nature of stop and search in 
a positive way. Again we need to support the police officers and 
those working within the criminal justice system who are part of our 
congregation. As a church we think it is important that our young 
people and young adults know the police are a positive 
organisation there to support them, but also that they do have 
rights and the ability to complain if things are not done in the way 
they should be. 
 
He also emphasised the role of partnerships in the community. 
Partnerships are something we are very proud of here at Wesley’s 
Chapel and Leysian Mission. 
 
Amongst those we work with are the Islington Faiths Forum who do 
a lot of positive work in schools and with young people. In 
September I went into two primary schools with them as part of a 
team doing Peace Assemblies. They also have their youth forum 
coming up this month, to which all are welcome. 



Will Linden of Scotland’s violence reduction unit spoke about the 
way when we talk about ending youth violence we are also talking 
about ending self-harm and suicide.  
 
He emphasised that we need to be people who stand up and show 
we care about young people showing love, hope and aspiration. 
These are not just good aspirations they are part of what we are 
called to do as Christians, I believe. It reflects what our 
programmes here have in common. 
 
He emphasised that we need to show our young people respect, 
dignity and so on all of the time not just some of the time. We 
never know when a positive word will be heard and make a 
difference and similarly we don’t know when a negative word could 
have a huge impact either. 
 
Jessica Plummer who told the moving story of what had happened 
to her son showed that this violence impacts all type of families, 
including those with supportive and caring parents. The key is not 
to stigmatise but to support our children. 
 
In terms of where we go from here, this is something under 
discussion. Citizens UK in Islington and Camden are inviting 
people to come together in organisations like this and share their 
stories, so those can be fed back and learnt from.  
 
Another opportunity to share stories is in the 1000 letter project 
being run by the Methodist Church. It is asking people to write a 
letter to help young people be courageous in their faith by sharing 
something of your own faith story. More details are elsewhere in 
this addition of WOW. 
 
I know this has been a long article but thank you for reading and 
may we let all those young people and young adults we come into 
contact with know they are valued by God and by us. 
 
Sally Rush 

 



 
Wesley’s Chapel 

Lunchtime Recitals  
in October 

 
9th Jaga Klimaszewska – Violin 
 
16th Stephanie Talbot & Simon Gill – Voice & Piano 
 
23rd Maite Agirre - Piano 
 
30th Romana Szczepaniak - violin 
 

Tuesdays @ 1.05pm 
All are welcome 

Entry Free of Charge 



 



Why was The Chapel in Lock Down for 6 Years from 
September 1972? 

 
The President of the Methodist Church starts their year in 
office by preaching at Wesley's Chapel on the first Sunday in 
September. In 1972 Rev Harry Morton was President so he 
preached and Rev. Dr. Colin Morris led the service, 
incidentally both men were close friends from college days 
together.  It was a truly wonderful and uplifting occasion with 
a challenging sermon and good rousing hymns ably led by 
the organist, Ron Thompson who used the organ to full effect. 
 
The next day a couple of pilgrims from America was standing 
outside the chapel on the south side steps and a coping stone 
fell and nearly shaved the backs of their heads!! When the 
insurance company were informed they immediately withdrew 
the insurance and nobody was allowed to enter the building. 
Ron was not permitted to collect any of his music until after 
the building work was done. 
 
It was found that not only were the side walls bowing (look at 

the buttresses 
next time you 
walk into the 
back garden.) 
but the roof 
needed to be 
replaced and the 
foundations 
redone. Inside 
there was dry 
and wet rot as 
well as some 
wood worm, the 

electrics also needed to be renewed.  All this work was to 
cost £1,000,000 by the time it was complete.  
 
A suitable company capable of doing the work to the approval 



of English Heritage, had to be found and Rev Colin Morris 
had to find a 'home' where the congregation could meet for 
worship during the years it would take to raise the money and 
complete the work.  
 
Colin made a lot of enquires and consulted the Dean of St. 
Paul's Cathedral who said we were welcome to use the crypt 
so long as we had the same hymns at the same time!  It was 
suggested that we could use one of the City Churches as 
they hold meetings on week days but not at weekends. St. 
Martin's, Ludgate Hill was chosen to be our 'home' which is a 
lovely Wren Church with a black spire, just down the hill in 
front of St. Paul's Cathedral. 
 
The Church Office had to move to the Manse. Margaret 
Hazard the Church Administrator at the time, found herself 
working in the room to the right of the front door, with the 
desk in front of the windows. Church meetings and 
committees were held in the lounge to the left by the stairs.  
In 1961, Rev. Max Woodward invited my sister and I to lunch 
and then to get dressed for my wedding in that room. There 
was a large double bed with wooden head and footboard, 
bedside tables, a huge wardrobe, a dressing table with tilting 
mirror and a chest of drawers. In fact a complete bedroom 
suite in dark mahogany. Tradition was that the President 
always used that room when preaching at the Chapel!  Colin 
lived elsewhere in 1972 so the bedrooms on the upper floors 
were let out to students. In 1973 Colin moved on to become 
the head of the Methodist Church Overseas Division based at 
Marylebone in the Mission House, as we used to call it. 
 
Rev Allen Birtwhistle was tasked to continue the work at the 
Chapel, he worked so hard to raise the money in any way 
possible from the 'widows mite' to larger sums from churches 
and friends from all over Britain and around the world. 
Margaret Hazard had to write all the 'thank you' letters and 
receipts as well as everything else. A percentage of the 
money needed had to be raised before the work could be 



started and the longer that took, the higher the build costs 
rose. Rev. Allen Birtwhistle was invited several times to the 
USA to preach and raise awareness of the Chapel's situation. 
 
The loyal congregation was well cared for by both Harriot and 
Allen Birtwhistle who worked tirelessly despite ill health at 
times. There was no accommodation for children at St. 
Martin's but Helen Scott worked hard to keep them engaged, 
usually at the Manse. The midweek Bible study group met 
regularly in the lounge and sometimes we were led by guest 
speakers. Church life continued much as normal as far as 
was possible.  
 
During those years membership declined a bit as some folk 
finished their degrees or training and found work elsewhere 
and a couple retired and moved to Yorkshire but at last 
sufficient money was raised and the building work could start.   
 
After six years of exile was it possible that we could start to 
plan the re-opening of the Chapel? What date should it be 
opened and who could or would be invited to declare the 
Chapel 'Open for Worship'? 
  
These and other questions will be answered in the next 
edition of Windows on Wesley's. 
 
Barbara Thompson – Member & Heritage Steward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Dear Friends 
 

Notice is hereby given of the General Church Meeting to be 
held on Sunday 21st October 2018 at 12.30pm after the 
morning service.  The Agenda and notes of the last meeting 
held will follow this notice. 

 
Kind regards 
 
Jennifer Smith 

 

AGENDA 

Wesley’s Chapel & Leysian Mission 

General Church Meeting 

Sunday 21 October 2018 

1. Opening Devotions 

2. Membership of the meeting & apologies (numbers to be 

recorded) 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting (follow this agenda) 

4. Trustee membership: succession planning and 

nomination/elections 

*to fulfil SO 511viii the Chair may call a Board of Trustees 
meeting to accomplish one election within the work of the 
General Church Meeting.  This meeting has been notified 
correctly, should it be necessary.   
 

5. Sanctuary Church: “I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me” Matthew 25.35 
 
A response to the London District ‘Moving Stories’ initiative – 
a positive look at Migration 
 



And simply getting to know one another a bit better. 
 
Where were we born?  Within 1 mile, 10 miles, 300 miles, 
further? 
 
John 1.14: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us 
full of grace and truth… 
 
The word translated ‘dwell’ is rooted in the noun translated as 
‘tent’, the dwelling of God on earth as described in scripture.  
Literally, God pitched a tent among us to live with us. 
 
How did you come to London, and how did you come to ‘pitch 
your tent’ here? 
 
What does it mean to you, to give sanctuary (tent space) to 
God at Wesley’s Chapel? 
 
What one word answers the question for you, ‘Why is 
Wesley’s Chapel here?’  These to be collected and added to 
others for the annual report… 

 
6. Brief Report of God’s Work & Mission 

I. Invitations Commitee  

II. Finance – first report and plan for ‘roadshows’ to  

 increase awareness of budget 

III. Property  

IV. Mission 

 
7. Any Other Business 

8. Date of next meeting – 2 June 2019 

9. Close with the grace 

 
 
 
 



Notes from Wesley’s Chapel & Leysian Mission  
General Church Meeting 

Sunday 27th May 2018 
 

1. Opening Devotions – led by Revd Canon Dr Jen 
Smith 

 
2. Membership of the meeting & apologies (numbers 

to be recorded) Present: 45 people approx.  Apologies 
(given in advance of meeting) Garrie Naden, Kofi 
Agbolegbe, Rachelle Tilley, Peter Forward 

 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 29 October 2017- 

agreed 
 

4. Matters arising from the previous meeting 
 

I. Call for a Minute-taker – there was a call for 
volunteers and nobody agreed to take this up & so 
Sally Rush agreed to take notes rather than formal 
minutes. It is understood that when the new 
administrator is advertised for it will be included in 
the job description. 

II. Health & Safety/Fire procedures – JS reported a 
new group is being formed which will be headed 
by Barnabas Masukume 
People were reminded not to park outside the bays 
in the car park as emergency services need 
access. There was discussion around this and it 
was agreed that we need to recognise it is a 
communal responsibility.  

III. Communications. – Jen Smith reminded people 
that they need to register for mail chimp. We also 
need to know how members want to receive 
information. Within the discussion Mariam Fagbule 
mentioned being able to dial into the early morning 
prayer meeting may be useful. 



Lorraine Davis said that a mini electronic W.O.W 
or weekly bulletin with the key points on it for the 
congregation to note would be useful. This was 
seen as positive by superintendent and meeting 
but it was noted that the production of this would 
depend upon staff availability. 

 
5. Thank you to Minister sitting down Thanks were 

given by superintendent for who Jennifer Potter is as 
well as what she does. It was noted that 3rd June gives 
a more formal opportunity to thank and the big 
celebration lunch will include special guests. 

 
6. Trustee membership: succession planning and 

nomination/elections – Jen Smith explained: 21 
members, all members of one of 3 subgroups. To 
ensure succession planning we would need a few more 
a year for a few years. Those who felt called to this 
were asked to talk to Jen Smith or Cheryl Gurnham in 
confidence. Nominations will come to meeting in 
November and if more people than places there will be 
a contested election. The importance of this process 
was explained. 

 
7. Report of God’s Work & Mission 

 
I. Invitations Committee – Cheryl Gurnham spoke, 

explained that stationing match hasn’t happened 
and it is unlikely we will receive a minister for next 
year. A report is being written for trustees 
recommending we employ somebody for next year 
who will ideally be ordained but could be lay. She 
explained the options which had been ruled out 
and why. It was noted the pastoral aspect is a 
concern and they are looking at how to extend use 
of those more in touch with the congregation over 
that year. 



II. Finance – Superintendent gave positive report. 
Jennifer Potter noted within discussion that whilst 
some may wish to give anonymously it did mean 
gift aid opportunity was missed.  
A new finance consultant has been hired and it is 
hoped year end will be signed off earlier this year, 
hopefully by Christmas. 

III. Property- Cheryl Gurnham noted on the works 
happening over the summer with regard to 47a 
and that longer term the decision had been taken 
to move a second minister off site and part of this 
related to Connexional requirements for manses. 
Thanks was noted for work Cheryl Gurnham and 
Jennifer Potter had put in with regard to works at 
back of site. 

IV. Activities (proposed change to ‘Mission’) – The 
proposal was that the meeting agree to change the 
name of the activities sub-group to mission sub-
group. Jojo Bautista proposed and Louise Harding 
Murray seconded. Vote 30 in favour & 0 against.  

V. Chapel Committee –  
a) Call for volunteers – rotas - JS explained a 

sign-up sheet is going up so people can give 
expressions of interest. 

 Welcome Stewards 

 Sandwich makers (Sunday) 

 9.45am Communion Stewards 

 11.00am Stewards 

 Heritage Guides - Sunday 

 Museum Shop - Sunday 

 Wednesday Communion Stewards 

 Taizé Service Welcomers 

 AV/Video rota - Sunday 
VI. Staff changes and development – Jen Smith 

noted P/T admin assistant a new person is being 
hired when staff have time to undertake 
recruitment, learning community officer starts on 



13th June, Ling Arzeian the finance & 
administration assistant started at Christmas.  

VII. Global Mission Fellowship – The superintendent 
noted that this is a 22 month appointment, funded 
externally and was subject to visa, etc. Tony is 
going to join us in October. He is from Cambodia. 
An appeal for expressions of interest on forming a 
welcome group was given and a number of people 
showed a willingness to be part of this. 

  
8. Dates of meeting for 2018/19 (to be agreed at 

meeting) (subject to amendment) 
i. 11 November 2018  - now 21 October 2018 

ii. 26 May 2019 This has been changed to 2nd June 
2019 

9. Any Other Business – none, but Jen Smith did give a 
personal note of thanks for support received since 
taking up appointment. 

 
10. Close with the grace 

 
MWiB - Epworth Trip 

 
On 1st September 2018, Wesley’s Chapel Methodist Women in 
Britain, were Epworth bound on a pilgrimage to the home of 
Susanna and Samuel Wesley, and where John, Charles and their 
siblings were born.   
 
The trip was organised by one of our sister circuits but the 
invitation was open to all. It was not quite a smooth sailing 
experience – the day, though enjoyable, had its challenges. It was 
an early start and, if Jen had hoped to wave us off quickly and 
return to her sleep, she would be disappointed (sorry Jen) – our 
coach was delayed for nearly two hours! We got tired of waiting, 
amidst frantic phone calls to the coach company and other 
pilgrims. Some of us, dressed for a sunny day, started to get the 
chills in the low early morning temperatures. But all that was soon 
distant memory once we got on the coach.   



 
Those of us visiting Epworth for the first time had not appreciated 
the four-hour coach journey and there were the occasional “are 
we there yet” calls before we finally arrived there. That said, the 
fellowship we enjoyed on the coach made the journey bearable. 
We prayed, sung popular Wesley hymns, shared light breakfast 
and even some healthy banter! It was as if we’d known each other 
all this while - true fellowship! Regrettably, our delayed start had a 
domino effect on the day’s itinerary and saw us lose our slot for 
the visit to Wesley Memorial Methodist Church to a wedding 
service.  Undeterred, we went to have lunch at the garden centre 
and proceeded to St Andrews Church where Rev Samuel Wesley 
preached and a young John showed early signs of his calling. It is 
also the burial place of Samuel Wesley. After a short service at St 
Andrews Church, we boarded the coach to the Rectory where the 
Wesleys lived. There, we basked in Methodist history, both in 
picture and from our knowledgeable guides (albeit shortened by 
ripple effect from our late start). We were empowered by Susanna 
Wesley’s letters, bravery and creativity (relishing a bit of ‘girl 
power’). We also learned more about the early origins of MWiB. It 
brought it all home to us. It was a tiring but enriching experience 
that left us salivating - we surely have unfinished business!                                                      
 
We take this opportunity to invite all Methodist women (literally) to 
join the group for togetherness, spiritual growth and God’s work. 
For more information about the organisation please visit the MWiB 
UK website at www.mwib.org.uk (or just google mwib). 
 
Emma Akazarah 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.mwib.org.uk/


Weekly programme of events 
 
Sunday 9.45am Holy Communion 
                  (except first Sunday in month) 

11.00am   Morning Service 
12.30pm   Methodist Women in Britain (MWIB) 

 (first Sunday in the month) 
12.30pm   Wesley’s Chapel Men’s Fellowship 

(first Sunday in Month) 
 (first Sunday in the month) 
  12.30pm   Wesley’s Chapel Ghana Fellowship 

(last Sunday in the month) 
7.00pm   Taizé  Evening Service 
 (last Sunday in the month) 

  
Monday 2.00pm   Sisterhood Fellowship 
  
Tuesday 10.30am   Teddy Bear Service (last Tuesday in the Month) 
 1.05pm      Lunchtime Recital (except July, August & 

December – free entry) 
       6.30pm  Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association (11 & under) 
 7.45pm  Boys’ Brigade (over 11’s) 
 
Wednesday   10.00am    Stay and Play (pre-school) 
  12.45pm   Service of Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 12.45pm        Lunchtime Service 
 6.30pm  Book Club (Second Thursday in the month) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like to submit an article, poem, prayer or item of 

interest for this magazine please email it to: 
manager@wesleyschapel.org.uk or alternatively 

administration@wesleyschapel.org..uk  
 

mailto:manager@wesleyschapel.org.uk
mailto:administration@wesleyschapel.org..uk


 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Administration Assistant (Part-time) 
25 hours per week  

£13 per hour 
 

The City Road (Wesley’s Chapel & Leysian Mission) Circuit is 
seeking to appoint a new member of staff to assist in maintaining 
the administrative & financial affairs of the Chapel & its wider 
interests to include: 
 

 Assist with general day-to-day administration duties such as 
staffing reception, answering the telephone, emails, room 
bookings, greeting visitors, photocopying, production of 
Chapel rotas and worship & publicity materials etc  

 Provide administrative support to the Board of Trustees to 
include taking minutes of meetings 

 Assist the Finance & Administration Assistant to include 
cash counting, weekly banking, accounts payable/receivable 
functions and raising cheques etc  

 Administer the Chapel’s music recital programme 

 Ensure accurate records are maintained that meet the legal 
and statutory requirements of the Chapel and its interests 

 
It is likely that the successful candidate will have previous 
experience of working in a busy office environment. They will have 
strong interpersonal skills that enable them to work with a wide 
range of people. Candidates should have excellent 
communications skills, an eye for detail & be self-motivated. 
 
Terms and conditions will be in line with those recommended by 
the Methodist Conference. 
 
Full particulars can be obtained on request from 
Tracey Smith at Wesley’s Chapel, 49 City Road, 
London, EC1Y 1AU, telephone 0207 253 2262 or by e-mail to: 
administration@wesleyschapel.org.uk 
The closing date for applications is Monday 15 October 2018 

mailto:administration@wesleyschapel.org.uk

