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Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the February edition of Window on Wesley’s!  
Whether you have been close to home all through Christmas and 
the new year, or travelling far and wide, I hope this month finds 
you well and looking towards spring.   
 
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 14th.  This is a time of 
preparation, penitence, and fasting, when we examine ourselves 
and the world around us, refocussing on God’s kingdom in the 
lead up to Easter.  But the particular fast we might choose, if we 
do, should not just make life difficult or prove our willpower, but 
should ideally point us towards a healthier habit of life in general.  
So some fast from cake, or crisps, or wine, others from social 
media or wearing a watch.  I’ve heard of folk fasting from mirrors, 
others from gossip.  What would it be to fast from judgment?  Or 
from cynicism? Others fast from isolation, by adding prayers of 
Bible reading in a regular, drip-fed way during the day.  I am 
attracted to this idea, fasting from isolation by calling God to mind, 
or putting my life more in the way of the voice of scripture.  What 
about memorising a verse of scripture every morning, as a mantra 
for the day, building up over the weeks?  It could be verses from 
Psalm 139 (24 verses in all), or Psalm 121 (8 only), with days off 
for good behaviour?  And of course, every Wednesday evening 
we will have an extra service of Holy Communion from 7.30 – 
8.15 pm, at which our local preachers and others will reflect on 
who Jesus is to them, using John Newton’s Hymn ‘How sweet the 
name of Jesus sounds’ as a conversation partner.  We are a 
people sat in front of a feast, there is no need to go hungry. 
 
In the life of the Chapel, this month we have said goodbye to our 
pioneering Learning and Community Engagement Officer, Aisha 
Al-Sadie.  She moves on to a similar job at Winchester Cathedral, 
and we wish her well: under her guidance and innovation, we 
have vastly expanded our school programmes and heritage 
events.  We are recruiting for her replacement, and please do 
share the advert (on the website) with anyone you know who may 
be interested.  We are keen to continue to grow, and to make the 



ministry of our many heritage volunteers more visible in the life of 
our Sunday congregation.  You have among you people of great 
skill and commitment, and this has made it possible to welcome 
over 17,500 visitors last year, with growing numbers. 
 
We are still awaiting the outcome of the Methodist stationing 
process to know who and how we will replace Jennifer Potter’s 
ministry, after she retires this summer: watch this space, and 
please pray for those who have given so much time this Autumn 
to the work.  Jennifer is planning to finish her active ministry with 
us on Sunday 3 June, after which time she will ‘sit down’ and 
retire to her family home in Harrogate, at least for the immediate 
future.  For those who have worked even a short time with 
Jennifer, this will be a major change and loss in the life of this 
local community and the Chapel, and we will all miss her greatly.  
Eulogies are premature, however!  After her departure, our 
trustees are looking to move the residence of our second minister 
off site, and to renovate 47a to provide further accommodation, 
offices and learning space.  This should make it possible to bring 
our on-site chapel community back to life, with up to 5 bedsits let 
at subsidised rates to individuals who contribute to the life of the 
Chapel community.  We are in a time of much growth and 
development, for sure.   
 
Please continue to help me get to know each of you as individual 
people, and help me to keep eyes on the horizon of our work in 
the Holy Spirit together.  Our immediate community is changing 
very fast, with so much building and development, and we are 
ever so aware of the needs around us on the ground.  I am 
working hard to integrate the work of our congregational leaders 
with our staff, building one vision.  Look at the work you are 
bringing forward, from the Pub Bible study for 18-30s, to the stay 
and play, to our employability work and general pastoral care.  
Our footprint in this community will continue to grow, and your 
insights and ideas are important.   
 
So a big thank you to all who make this place go!  Boys’ Brigade 
leaders, pastoral leaders, choir and Sunday school teachers, 



musicians, accountants, lawyers, teachers, welcomers and all 
besides.  Please make an effort to say hello to someone you do 
not know after worship, especially visitors.  You are a terrifically 
interesting gathering of people. 
 
With every blessing, Jen 
 
p.s. keep the date: ‘Moving Stories’ church away weekend, 20-22 
July, 2018: we will join Methodists from around London at the 
High Leigh conference centre for a church away weekend, all 
ages welcome.  Get out of the city, learn and have fun in a 
beautiful setting.             
 

Church News 
 
Our last edition of Window on Wesley’s was prepared at the end 
of November and a lot of things have taken place since then 
including the deaths of some members of the congregation. 
Jonathan Victor Amuaku died on the 12th December and his 
funeral service was held here at the Chapel on the 12th January 
followed by cremation and then the burial of his ashes in our 
Memorial Garden. Jonathan had been a long-time member at the 
Chapel and had served as a finance trustee. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his family –Aba, his wife and Cyvaris and 
Mothen, his daughter and son. 
 
Apollos Gibson, another long-standing member of the Chapel died 
on the 17th of January. For some time he had been in a care 
home near his daughter in Croydon and he died in the hospital in 
Croydon.  His funeral will be at the Chapel on the 23rd February at 
10.00am. We pray for Christiana and all the family as they 
prepare for the funeral. 
 
Some good news about Patzy Tyzack, who has had her operation 
after a very long wait and is now getting more mobile. Like so 
many others she was brought low by the virus over the Christmas 
period. We look forward to seeing Patzy in Church once the 
weather gets warmer. 



Jennifer, daughter to John Offeh, died in December and her 
funeral was held in Wallington. Many people from Wesley’s 
Chapel were able to attend the vigil that was held in the funeral 
home in Tooting. We trust that John and his family have been 
strengthened by our prayers. 
 
Monika Shaffer-Fehre is now in a rehabilitation centre in New 
Malden getting the physio she needs to be able to begin walking 
again. She is in good spirits and promises to be with us for Easter 
‘by hook or by crook’! 
 
Although Doris McGovern had another slight fall in her house, she 
is making good progress overall and soon hopes she will be able 
to come back to Church. 
 
We congratulate Nadine Kaymaz and George Adjei on the birth of a 
daughter, after three brothers, who was born on New Year’s Day. 

 
We congratulate Leah 
Cadogan, a former Wesley 
scholar at the Leys, on reaching 
her majority – 21 years old. 
Judith and Jennifer helped her 
celebrate. 

 
We also welcomed a new staff member shortly before Christmas.  
Ling Arzeian has joined the team in the Chapel office as our new 
Finance & Administration Assistant. 
 

Church noticeboard/rotas 
 
The Eagle Eyed among you will have noticed that the layout of 
the noticeboard by the entrance to the Radnor Hall has changed. 
We hope this new layout will make it easier to read and take note 
of the information provided (and for those of us who pass it 
regularly to spot when notices change). If you have any 
comments on how we could improve our noticeboards further, 
please speak to Judith or Tracey. 



Within this revamp, you’ll see the rotas are displayed in a new 
format. All the same information is on there, but now they are all 
combined together on the printed version. Electronic rotas will 
continue to go out in the original format. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A scripture taster from Jen Smith: 
 
Below is a second instalment ‘taster’ from the ‘Fresh from the 
Word’ daily Bible notes published by the International Bible 
Reading Association (IBRA).  These were first published for 
days in early February, 2016: daily notes for 2018 are still 
available online or from good bookshops.  These thoughts on 
commandments 3 and 4 were part of ten days on the ten 
commandments.  For each day, a short reading is 
recommended and followed by a reflection, then a short prayer 
or suggestion for further thought.  We had commandments 1 
and 2 in the December WoW; next month we can look forward 
to honouring parents and prohibitions against murder in 
commandments 4 and 5...    
 
Tuesday 2 February 2016 Deuteronomy 5:11 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your 
God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.  
Deuteronomy 5:11 
 
The Space between Invocation and Blasphemy 
 
A popular church sign making the rounds on the internet reads: 
‘Staying in bed shouting “OH GOD!” does not constitute going 
to church.’  I might chuckle, but this sign is funny particularly 



because it plays with the space between using the name of 
God in prayer (invocation) and using the name of God as a 
gentle substitute for more colourful Anglo-Saxon exclamations 
(blasphemy).  In the culture in which I grew up, exclaiming ‘Oh 
God,’ or some variation was a crass but acceptable alternative 
to swearing.  My priest husband’s ears are far more sensitive 
than mine, and he occasionally confronts unsuspecting 
blasphemers: ‘If you mean XXXX say XXXX but leave God out 
of it!’  Fortunately, he is so overwhelmingly friendly that he 
usually causes laughter, not offence.   
 
The point of this Commandment is that to invoke the name of 
God is to bring the power of eternal things to bear on the needs 
of the everyday.  The name of God YHWH should jar us by its 
proximity to suffering bodies, heartbreak, and unhappiness of 
all kinds.  To invoke the name of God is to make a gateway for 
justice and judgment.  It is to call the power of the living God to 
our aid, comfort, wonder, or adoration.  And when to use the 
Anglo-Saxon?  As my American grandmother, who had little 
tolerance for either blasphemy or swearing was fond of saying, 
‘It just gives someone an excuse not to listen to you.’  She was 
pretty much right on both counts.  Now all I have to do is 
remember. 
 
Holy God, bridle my tongue and give me a spirit of gentleness 
in all I do and say, today.  Amen. 
 
How often and in what context do you swear?  Is it an important 
issue for Christians, why or why not? 
 
Wednesday 3 February 2016  Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
 
…the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall 
not do any work – you, or your son or your daughter, or your 
male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey… or the 
resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave 
may rest as well as you. Deuteronomy 5:14 



Sabbath-keeping as Resistance to Contemporary Culture: I am 
not a machine! 
 
Recently the scriptural scholar Walter Brueggemann has written 
about Sabbath-keeping as an act of cultural-political resistance.  
His observation is that the culture of 21st century Western life 
treats people like machines to be worked and used; we become 
commodities to be traded and exploited in a never-ending 24 
hour news and economic cycle that prevents us from being 
present to each other, let alone to God.  This leads, he 
observes, to a culture of immediate availability.  If we aren’t 
producing, we are consuming, and our consumption demands 
that someone else’s production continue.  Keeping a Sabbath 
means stopping both of these activities.   
 
It is notably difficult for ministers and those involved in church 
leadership to do on a Sunday!  But even then, we can commit 
to making our church-going holy time, and not business time.  
We can leave our diaries and the minutes of meetings at home; 
we can speak of God, not the gutters, on the church door.  The 
commandment to keep the Sabbath is a true school for 
freedom, for released slaves.  And if the gutters need attention, 
it is likely that they can wait until Monday.  It is not for nothing 
that the Commandment continues past the excerpt above to 
remind the people that they had masters too, once - to make us 
aware of ways our demands may end another’s Sabbath.  
While we may not seek to keep the Sabbath with prohibitions 
as in generations gone by, it worth turning off the phone and 
media and keeping still, as we prepare for Lent. 
 
Lord of the Sabbath pray in me: sigh in my heart with groans 
too deep for words.  Still me, seek me, find me.  Amen. 
 
Make a point today of noticing invisible work that supports our 
economy: shelf-stocking, cleaning, caring, warehouse picking, 
etc.  Do you keep a Sabbath from consumption?   

 
 



A Lenten Challenge from Christian Aid 
www.ciad.org.uk/lent 

 
As we follow Jesus’ journey this Lent. Let us confront the 
wildernesses in our own world, remembering the 40 million people 
who are internally displaced.  They’ve been forced to flee from 
their homes to find safety, but unlike refugees they remain in their 
own country with no guarantee of protection.  Ibrahim and his 
family needed to leave their home because of threats for Boko 
Haram, Dimma and her family abandoned their home in Northern 
Kenya after drought left them desperate for water. 
 
Count your Blessings leaflet shares stories with us day by day 
through Lent.  Encouraging our reflections and our prayers.  But 
above all, reminding us of the many comforts we often take for 
granted.  So day by day and week by week, we are challenged to 
make a financial contribution, however modest.  After Easter, we 
add up our monies and send our donation to Christian Aid, 
enabling them to continue their life-sowing work across the world.  
Last year, over £200,000 was raised this way.  Brian and I will be 
handing out the leaflets on the Sunday before Lent begins – 
February 11th.  I hope you will take one. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Zena Goss 
 

February Lunchtime Recitals 
 Tuesdays @ 1.05pm 

 

6th  Louisa Lam – Voice  
 
13th  Oliver Davies/Felicity Vincent – Piano/Cello 
 
20th  Kevin Cahill – Classical guitar 
 
27th  Edward Leung - Piano 
 

 

http://www.ciad.org.uk/lent


‘Meet a Trustee’: sixty second interview 
 
Who are our trustees?  What do they get up to when they aren’t 
hard at work for the Chapel?  We asked a few questions to find 
out…. We will meet a few more every edition of Window on 
Wesley’s. 
 
Kofi Agbolegbe: Lead Finance Trustee 
 
How did you first come to Wesley’s Chapel?  I first came to 
Wesley Chapel when Ghana Nurses Association (UK)held its 
annual thanksgiving service at the chapel in 2014. I was quite 
impressed with the open and friendly atmosphere. 

 
Which trustee group are you part of?  I 
am part of the finance trustees group. 
 
Where were you born, and how long have 
you lived in London?  I was born in the 
coastal Town called Anlogah in the 
Volta Region, Ghana. I have lived in 
the U.K. since 1967. 

 
What are you likely to be doing on a Monday morning at 11 am? 
Playing a round of golf with friends. 
 
What is your perfect Saturday or day off?  Visiting Family and 
friends  
 
What is your favourite hymn?  Amazing Grace 
 
What annoys you the most about life in London, and what do you 
love?  The congestion on the tube network during the rush 
hour. I love the cosmopolitan and the trans-cultural and 
ethnic mix of the people who live and work in London. 
 
Anything else you want us to know?  I am trying to put together 
a group of retired Professionals to act as a panel of mentors 



to small charities or to newly established non-profit making 
companies both here in the U.K. and Ghana. 
 
Betty Maynard: Activities Trustee 
 
How did you first come to Wesley’s Chapel?  I worshipped at the 
Leysian Mission and when they closed in 1989 I transferred 
to Wesley's Chapel.  
 
Which trustee group are you part of? 
Activities Trustees and also a trustee 
on the main Board of Trustees.  
 
Where were you born, and how long 
have you lived in London?    I was born 
in the Caribbean in the island of Saint Lucia and have lived in 
London for over 40 years. 
 
What are you likely to be doing on a Monday morning at 11 am?  
Having breakfast if I haven't any appointments outside. 
What is your perfect Saturday or day off?  Shopping for clothes 
and shoes; watching a good film or going out to eat at a 
favourite restaurant. 
 
What is your favourite hymn?  Lord of all Hopefulness, Lord of 
all Joy. 
 
What annoys you the most about life in London, and what do you 
love?  I do not like the overcrowding on the tube trains and 
buses at the rush hour.  I love the diversity of peoples and 
cultures. 
 
Anything else you want us to know?  I enjoy coming to Wesley's 
Chapel; it has become over the years, as a second home. 
 
 
 
 



Emma Akazarah: Property Trustee 
 
How did you first come to Wesley’s Chapel? I have been 
worshiping at Wesley’s Chapel since 1985. I lived with family in 

Shoreditch and they were already 
attending the Chapel.  
 
Which trustee group are you part of? 
Property. 
 
Where were you born, and how long 
have you lived in London?  I was born 
in Accra, Ghana, and I have lived in 

London for as long as I’ve been attending the Chapel 
 
What are you likely to be doing on a Monday morning at 11 
am? I’d be busy at work (Senior Probation Officer) unless I have a 
day off 
 
What is your perfect Saturday or day off?  On Saturdays I’d 
wake up with my usual morning mantra “thank you Jesus”. Then 
I’d enjoy a cup of green tea; go off to the gym (time permitting or 
exercise) and have a shower after, followed by scripture 
reading/prayer; off to shopping and cook thereafter. I’d love to 
enjoy the rest of the day but I have commitments to attend a 
prayer group unless I’m too tired or have other engagements, 
sometimes I follow the whole sequence. On my day off I follow the 
same sequence but enjoy a relaxing day after scripture reading 
and prayer.  
 
What is your favourite hymn? That’s a tough one since I enjoy a 
lot of hymns – in fact it’s a means of prayer for me and I could 
sing all day! So then if you’ll indulge me I’d choose two: 
“Behold the servant of the Lord” & “Soldiers of Christ arise and put 
your amour on” 
 



What annoys you the most about life in London, and what do 
you love?  I don’t like the increasing housing crisis but I love the 
vibrancy of London 
 
Anything else you want us to know?  I’m married with two 
grown up daughters and I am the last of eleven siblings.  
Growing up, I dreamt of becoming a lawyer and I had the 
opportunity to study law but that’s as far as I got. I then trained to 
become a Probation Officer and although I currently work as a 
Senior Probation Officer, I still harbour a deep passion to become 
a lawyer.  
 

***** 
 
Happy New Year, 
 
I hope you all had a good break and are now settled into 2018.  
What does it mean to be a Methodist Young Adult at Wesley’s 
Chapel and Leysian Mission as well as in the wider district, church 
and world? Part of the answer is about being connected to others. 
Being connected with others in worship through coming along to 
events which aren’t just for young adults. There are the main 
services and the Taizé service which happens on the last Sunday 
of every month at 7pm. 
 
Being connected with others to study the bible and grow in 
discipleship. That’s the purpose of our pub bible studies which 
happen on the 3rd Sunday of the month. We meet by the main 
doors of the church at 12:30pm and then head out to a local pub 
where we share in fellowship over a meal. We then look at a 
passage of the bible and discuss what it means to us as 
individuals. 
 
Being connected with others to have fun, build friendship and 
have somewhere you could invite friends to find out the Christians 
you hang out with are ok. That’s the purpose of our social events 
which happen on the first Saturday evening of each month. 
 



In January six of us went ice skating at Somerset House. It was a 
mixed group of people from the Chapel, people with a lighter 
connection the Wesley’s and friends who had been invited along 

by others.  
 
Being connected with 
others to learn. As part 
of this and our desire to 
connect with other 
young adults in the 
District we are 
organising a “Museum 
Late” on Tuesday 27th 
February. This is going 
to be a chance for our 

young adults to share fellowship and network with other Methodist 
young adults who are based in London as they find out something 
more about their Methodist heritage and history. 
 
It has grown from a visit I made to the young adult group at Hinde 
Street Methodist Church where they asked, “what’s your church 
like?” and I replied, “well, we have a museum as part of it”. They 
said they’d like to come and see and since then through 
networking it’s turned into something bigger, involving several 
churches and circuits in the district. 
 
If you’re aged 18-30 and can come along on Tuesday 27th I invite 
you to make the effort to. It will enable you to get to know some 
more Methodist young people in your age group. 
 
There will also be the opportunity for you to learn, network and 
share fellowship with others from the London Methodist District at 
the Moving Stories event July 20th 6pm-July 22nd 3pm. This is a 
conference event for all of us; young and old to come together 
learn about migration and equip ourselves to make a difference. 
 
So as you can see if you’re 18-30 and want to get involved it gives 
the opportunity to make new friends, grow in faith and 



discipleship, learn and deepen your identity as Methodist young 
adults. We’ll also be looking over the coming months to find ways 
to engage more in service together.  
 
Kind regards and blessings 
 
Sally Rush – Community Worker (Younger Adults) 
 

 
R.I.P. The Martin Luther King of English Football:  

Cyrille Regis 
 

Cyrille Regis who died on the 14th January at the age of 59 years 
was one of the first black players to break into 
the upper reaches of English football. 

Regis was born in Maripasoula, French 
Guiana, to Robert, a fisherman turned gold 
miner originally from St Lucia, and his wife, 
Mathilde (nee Fadaire), a seamstress, whose 
family hailed from Guadelope. After his gold 

mining venture came to nought, Robert moved in 1962 to Britain 
to find work as a labourer. The family spent a year in St Lucia 
before joining him, when Cyrille was five, to settle in Stonebridge, 
north-west London. 

Cyrille went to Cardinal Hinsley School (now Newman Catholic 
College) in Harlesden, where he showed talent at cricket, football 
and athletics. After school he worked as an electrician while 
playing as a semi-professional non-league footballer, first for 
Molesey in Surrey and then for Hayes in west London. 

It was at Hayes that he was spotted by West Brom’s chief scout, 
the former England striker Ronnie Allen, who was so convinced of 
the young man’s ability that when the West Brom board voiced 
doubts about signing him for £5,000, he offered to put up his own 
money. That was enough to persuade the directors, and in May 
1977, aged 19, Regis arrived at the Hawthorns. 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/london
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2001/jun/12/guardianobituaries.football


Allen’s faith in him was repaid immediately: he scored twice on his 
debut in a League Cup match against Rotherham and then 
produced a goal of trademark brilliance on his first League outing 
against Middlesbrough, running with the ball from the halfway line 
before unleashing from the edge of the penalty area. He was 
named PFA Young Player of the Year in 1978 and, having played 
for England under 21s in the same year, was given his first 
international cap in 1982 against Northern Ireland, only the third 
black player to play for England. 

“I had some great years at Albion but there was just a little 
sadness that we didn’t win anything,” he said.  

Along with a handful of other black players Regis was subjected 
to ugly racist abuse but he urged his colleagues not to show 
anger or fear but to ‘smile and keep playing.’ Black footballers 
called him “our Martin Luther King.”  The death of his close friend, 
Laurie Cunningham, in a road accident in 1989 and the 
breakdown of his marriage led to a crisis in Regis’ life. He 
reconsidered his life and his ambitions, began attending a Free 
Methodist Church in Solihull, near Birmingham and, in his own 
words had ‘a real encounter with Jesus Christ.” Subsequently he 
worked as a sports agent and used the opportunity to mentor 
young players – black, white and Asian. He became active in 
Christians in Sport. May his soul rest in peace. 

Lent at Wesley’s Chapel 

Ash Wednesday is on 14th February this year and we begin our 
Wednesday evening services on that day which will continue 
throughout Lent. There will be a Communion Service with a 
sermon each Wednesday evening at 7.30pm. 

Our Thursday lunchtime services will have a Lenten theme, too -
12.45-1.15pm every Thursday. 

In addition there will be the Ecumenical Lent Course every 
Saturday morning from 10.00 to 11.30am. For further details of 
this course please see elsewhere in this edition. 
 



Let’s Party! 
 
Last year, the Junior Church held a very successful Easter Party 
for the first time. We’d love to run this event again this year on 
15th April, but need some helpers from outside the Sunday School 
leadership team to do so. 
 
Could you be a part of this event? Here’s the entry from our 
developing volunteer bank. 
 

Role title: Easter Party Helper 
 
Average time required: one afternoon a year 
Planning for the party will be done through a short meeting 
(less than 1 hour) about 1month before the party, or over email 
- whichever suits the group of leaders best. 
 
Are you? 

 Someone who enjoys helping others to celebrate 

 Able to work well with others 

 Willing to get stuck in and share your enthusiasm 

 Able to adapt plans to ensure timings are kept to 

 Comfortable leading, and drawing people into, conversations 

What might I be doing? 

 Ensuring all children are picked up / dropped off by and adult 

 Monitoring the door whilst others lead activities 

 Supervising a treasure hunt in the Chapel 

 Leading a craft or game 

 Talking with children as they do an activity 

To find our more speak to: Judith Bell 

 
 
 
 
 



Davos – the World Economic Forum and the Voice 
the media did not report on 

At the opening of the World Economic Forum in Davos at the end 
of January we heard a lot about 
the contributions of politicians – 
Theresa May, Emmanuel Macron 
and, of course, Donald Trump. 
What was not well reported was a 
message from Pope Francis, 
delivered by Ghanaian Cardinal 

Peter Turkson. Here are some highlights from the speech. 

“The theme chosen for this year’s Forum - Creating a Shared 
Future in a Fractured World - is very timely. I trust that it will 
assist in guiding your deliberations as you seek better foundations 
for building inclusive, just and supportive societies, capable of 
restoring dignity to those who live with great uncertainty and who 
are unable to dream of a better world. 

At the level of global governance, we are increasingly aware that 
there is a growing fragmentation between States and Institutions. 
New actors are emerging, as well as new economic competition 
and regional trade agreements. Even the most recent 
technologies are transforming economic models and the 
globalized world itself, which, conditioned by private interests and 
an ambition for profit at all costs, seem to favour further 
fragmentation and individualism, rather than to facilitate 
approaches that are more inclusive. 

We cannot remain silent in the face of the suffering of millions of 
people whose dignity is wounded, nor can we continue to move 
forward as if the spread of poverty and injustice has no cause. It is 
a moral imperative, a responsibility that involves everyone, to 
create the right conditions to allow each person to live in a 
dignified manner. By rejecting a ‘throwaway’ culture and a 
mentality of indifference, the entrepreneurial world has enormous 
potential to effect substantial change by increasing the quality of 
productivity, creating new jobs, respecting labour laws, fighting 



against public and private corruption and promoting social justice, 
together with the fair and equitable sharing of profits.” 

“There is a grave responsibility to exercise wise discernment, for 
the decisions made will be decisive for shaping the world of 
tomorrow and that of future generations. Thus, if we want a more 
secure future, one that encourages the prosperity of all, then it is 
necessary to keep the compass continually oriented towards “true 
North”, represented by authentic values. Now is the time to take 
courageous and bold steps for our beloved planet. This is the right 
moment to put into action our responsibility to contribute to the 
development of humanity. 

I hope, therefore, that this 2018 meeting of the World Economic 
Forum will allow an open, free, and respectful exchange, and be 
inspired above all else by the desire to advance the common 
good.”  

Holocaust Memorial Day in Islington 
 
Each year an event is held by Islington Council to 
commemorate the Holocaust which killed millions of Jews, 
gypsies, gay and disabled people in Nazi Germany and the 

genocidal killings in Rwanda, Bosnia 
and Darfur. This event brings together 
young people from schools in the 
Borough, representatives of faith and 
community groups.  
 

This year’s theme, a timely one, given some of the 
characteristics of current political debate, was ‘The Power of 
Words’. Jordan Abankwah from Wesley’s Chapel was part of a 
group who read out a statement of commitment. Here are 
Jordan’s impressions of the event. 

“The Holocaust is an event that devastated the world, took the 
lives of over 6 million souls and showed us the true depths of 
human cruelty. 



And for this reason, it should have a place in our collective 
memory, so on January 27th I attended the annual Holocaust 
Memorial Day event hosted by Islington Council. 
The event was hosted in the Town Hall for students from 
Islington's 12 secondary schools, the purpose being to pass this 
history down to the next generation so it is never forgotten. 
Personally, I found the event to be a real eye opener, I was 
given a personal meeting with politicians, charity leaders and a 
Holocaust survivor; in the past I'd been unsure of what future 
path to follow but now seeing the effect I can have, I know that I 
want to get more involved with charities and the community. 

So I'd like give a big thank you to Jennifer Potter and the rest of 
Wesley's Chapel for giving me this opportunity.” 

 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Friday 2nd March 2018 

All God’s Creation is Very Good. 

This year the material has been produced by the women of 
Suriname, a South American country situated between French 
Guiana and Guyana on the Atlantic Coast, which is the smallest 
country in South America. A large part of their land area is 
covered by rain forest –hence their concern for the environment. 
We shall be holding a service in the Foundery Chapel at 7.00pm 
on Friday 2nd March – all welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lovefeast  
Sunday March 4th 9.45am 

 
Every year, on the Sunday nearest to John Wesley’s death (2nd 
March 1791) we hold a Lovefeast in the Foundery Chapel. This is 
a service in which we share our experiences, hymns and Bible 
passages which mean a lot to us. We also share fruit cake and 
water (from a two-handled Loving Cup) in the way early 
Methodists did. Please come and join us in the Foundery Chapel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2018 Ecumenical Pilgrimage 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our local ecumenical group of churches (St Giles’, St Joseph’s, 
Jewin Chapel and Wesley’s Chapel) have a now well-
established tradition of going on pilgrimage every few years. 
The group have been to Rome, Riga (Latvia), Porto and Lisbon 
and most recently to the Belgian battlefields of the First World 
War. 
 
From the 8th to 12th October 2018 there will be a pilgrimage to 
Spain, to three cities connected with the lives of Saints – Avila 



(St Teresa) and Salamanca and Segovia(St John of the Cross). 
It will be led by Father Chris Vipers, our local Roman Catholic 
priest with other clergy. 
 
The cost is £699 with a deposit of £200 payable on booking. If 
you are interested to know more, please come to the church 
office and ask for a brochure which gives you full details. 
 

A centenary you probably know nothing 
 about and how it has affected you!! 

 
2018 is a year of anniversaries – notably in connection with the 
end of World War One and we shall be giving you information 
about planned events in following editions of Window on 
Wesley’s. This month, however, 
I would like to highlight another 
centenary with consequences 
just as far-reaching as World 
War One. 
 
What am I referring to? The 
1918 Influenza epidemic – 
known as Spanish Flu - which 
was far, far worse than anything 2018 has visited upon us. It is 
estimated that 500 million people all around the world 
contracted it – a third of the global population at that time and 
more than 50 million people died. The war probably did not 
spawn the outbreak but it certainly helped spread it all around 
the world as railways and boats carried people from place to 
place. 
 
In middle of 1918 in India 6% of the population died, in Fiji 5%, 
in Tonga 10% and it spread even among the Alaskan Inuit 
(Eskimos) where 25% of the population died. Some historians 
consider that the huge impact it had on Germany (900,000 
soldiers taken out of action) robbed Germany of victory in the 
war. In August 1918 a second and more deadly wave struck all 
at once in Sierra Leone, Boston USA and Brest (France). Ten 



thousand died in Addis Ababa and Haile Selassie fell gravely ill. 
Just ask older people in your community – they will have tales 
to tell. All around the world schools, cinemas, entertainment 
halls and anywhere people gathered were forced by 
governments to close. 
 
In many countries they tried to close the churches, too but clergy 
and people resisted this as people looked for the consolation of 

prayer and worship. 
One very 
interesting outcome 
of this epidemic 
concerned the fact 
that neither western 

medicine nor traditional medicine in Africa and the Pacific had any 
explanation or cure for the illness. The epidemic claimed the lives 
of rich and poor, white and black, people of all classes and 
backgrounds. In Africa in particular African Christian prophets 
rejected both Western and indigenous medicine and many new 
independent prayer groups arose which became the basis for 
Aladura and Apostolic churches. Terence Ranger, a historian who 
lived in Zimbabwe has written about the epidemic being a’ 
challenge to all existing explanations of affliction.’ Witchcraft was 
seen as an explanation in some places and in South Africa Zulu 
Zionists saw the pandemic as a sign of approaching apocalyptic 
doom. In Europe there was the rise in spiritualism. Everywhere 
the religious landscape was affected. 
 
On a more flippant note, the pandemic had some influence on the 
lives of everyone alive today not least because Donald Trump’s 
grandfather died from it in New York, aged 49, and his son, 
Donald’s father, Fred inherited his fortune which he used to build 
a property empire – the basis from which the present Trump has 
been able to rise both in business and politics. 
 
Jennifer Potter 
 

 



Brexit and Beyond: A Christian contribution to the Debate 
 
Perhaps you feel as I do – weary of the debate on Brexit but 
experiencing some guilt if I do not try to keep up with and 
understand what is going on. In the last two days of January the 
House of Lords spent two full days discussing Brexit (European 
Union (Withdrawal) Bill – literally hundreds of speakers, 
occupying the red benches until late in the night. 
 
I would like to share with you some extracts from the speech of 
Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds and the Dales, which he delivered 
on the 30th January, in which he pleads for us as a nation to lift 
our eyes from the detail and have a vision for the sort of place we 
want our nation to be. 
 
“I (Bishop Nick) want to use my time to pay attention to a question 
that lies behind the nature of the Brexit Bill and the choices that 
we are required to make in scrutinising and attempting to improve 
it. 
 
I have two concerns about the culture in which this debate is 
being conducted in this country—seen with incredulity by those 
looking at us from beyond these islands. First, almost every 
paper, every debate and every statement about Brexit is clothed 
in purely economic terms. It is almost as if the economy were 

everything and economics the only 
good. Yet, the economy is not an 
end in itself, but rather a means to 
an end, which is human flourishing 
and the common good. The 
economy exists for the building of 
society, but society is more than the 

economy. Culture is more than money and things. 
 
Secondly, the referendum tore off the veneer of civilized 
discourse in this country and unleashed—perhaps gave 
permission for—an undisguised language of suspicion, 
denigration, hatred and vilification. To be a ‘leaver’ is to be 



narrow-mindedly stupid; to be a ‘remainer’ is to be a traitor. Our 
media—and not just the ill-disciplined bear pit of social media—
have not helped in challenging this appalling rhetoric or the easy 
acceptance of such destructive language. 
 
If this debate on Britain’s future is to have any lasting value and 
not just undermine long-term relationships of respect and trust 
then attention must be paid to the corruption of this public 
discourse. Politicians could begin by moderating their language 
and engaging in intelligent, informed and respectful argument that 
chooses to eschew personalised or generalised vindictiveness or 
violence. We must not allow our body politic to be defined by 
Brexit; rather, we will need to transcend the divisions currently 
being forced by the terms of discussion.” 
 
Some people think that having Bishops with seats in the House of 
Lords is outdated and unacceptable, but at times such as this, let 
us give thanks for their voice in these debates of such great 
consequence. 
 
Jennifer Potter 
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February Cradle Roll 
 
25th Albie Kennedy   2 Years 
 
May God bless this child and their family 

 
 

Weekly programme of events 
 
Sunday 9.45am Holy Communion 
                  (except 1st Sunday in month) 

11.00am   Morning Service 
12.30pm   Methodist Women in Britain (MWIB) 

 (First Sunday in the month) 
12.30pm   Wesley’s Chapel Ghana Fellowship 

(Last Sunday in the month) 
7.00pm   Taizé  Evening Service 
 (Last Sunday in the month) 

  
Monday 7.00am   Prayer Meeting 
 2.00pm   Sisterhood Fellowship 
  
Tuesday 1.05 pm      Lunchtime Recital 
       6.30pm  Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association (11 & under) 
 7.45pm  Boys’ Brigade (over 11’s) 
 
Wednesday   10.00am    Stay and Play (pre-school) 
  12.45pm   Service of Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 12.45pm        Lunchtime Service 
 

 

 
If you would like to submit an article, poem, prayer or item 

of interest for this magazine please email it to: 
manager@wesleyschapel.org.uk or leave it at the Church 

Office marked FAO Tracey Smith 
  

mailto:manager@wesleyschapel.org.uk


 

 



 


