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Dear Friend 
 
As I write these lines, I find myself in a state of total 
befuddlement.  The people of Britain have voted to leave the EU.  
So the Prime Minister has resigned and, by the time you read this, 
we’ll all know who the two contenders to replace him are going to 
be.  Meanwhile, in the Labour Party, unprecedented shenanigans 
have created a sense of total confusion with the parliamentary 
party being set against significant numbers of ordinary members 
in the country at large.  All of this against a backdrop where 
people are speculating wildly as to how the UK will now relate to 
the EU and the rest of the world.  All these factors have created a 
situation that is as near to a vacuum as I could possibly imagine.   
 
As we all know, and as the well know proverb attests, nature 
abhors a vacuum.  There’s a biblical story where a house is swept 
clean of an evil spirit.  What happens next?  Seven other spirits 
rush in to inhabit the space that’s been freed up.  That’s what I’m 
afraid of.  That forces we can’t yet identify will come in and inhabit 
those empty spaces and we’ll wake up one morning to find 
ourselves going in a direction we never thought we’d chosen.  We 
must pray hard for all those in public office, for all our national 
leaders, that they may be given wisdom and discernment to plan 
an even course as we move forward. 
 
July is a month where people go on holiday.  School will soon be 
out.  Universities have already closed their doors.  A time for 
refreshment and reflection.  A time to pull ourselves together 
again at the end of a busy year.  Some of our congregation go 
“home” – which means Africa or the Caribbean or Asia or the 
United States.  Others go “abroad” – which often means Africa or 
the Caribbean or Asia or the United States!  Yet others prefer to 
explore these islands where we live and will be off to the seaside 
or the mountains, camping in tents or inhabiting luxurious hotels.  
That’s just the landlubbers.  There are those who like cruising on 
ships up riverways or across oceans.  And then finally, like me, 
there are those who quite enjoy staying at home.  I guess all of us 
must fit into one or another of these categories and I want to wish 



you all well.  May this holiday time relax you and reinvigorate you, 
recharge your batteries and stimulate a resurgence of energy. 
 
There are quite a few of our members who are not well just now.  
One or two are in hospital, others in care, others quite simply 
battered by life.  It matters not what your condition.  This letter 
comes with warm good wishes and assurance that you are 
remembered in my prayers. 
 
Have a good summer.   
 
The Lord bless you and bless your kindly, 
 
Leslie Griffiths – July 2016 
 

Church News 
 

The new Fijian High Commissioner to Britain who has recently, 
with his family, become a member of Wesley’s Chapel is seen 
here presenting his credentials to Her Majesty the Queen. 

 
Naibuka Qarau was present at this 
event and took the photo. 
 
Since our last edition of Window on 
Wesley’s we have had two baptisms. 
On the 12

th
 June we baptised Edgar 

Benjamin Anselm Vaxby, son to Henri 
and Catherine who were married here at the Chapel and a brother 
for Emmylou. It was good to have Edgar’s grandfather, Bishop 
Hans Vaxby taking part in the service. He is now retired but was 
previously the Bishop for the United Methodist Church in Northern 
Europe. 
 
On the last Sunday in June, we baptised Edward John Roake, 
son to Sally and Simon, brother to Poppy. Sally and Simon were 
married here. Edward’s grandparents are Roger and Maggie 
Smith, members of the Chapel. 



We pray that these children will not only 
be a blessing to their families but to our 
Church family, too. 
 
Mavis Edwards who has not been able 
to come to Church for a long time 
because of serious mobility issues has 
had surgery on her back and is now home. It is expected that her 
recovery time will not be short and she is also awaiting further 
surgery. Please pray for her. 
 
Patzy Tyzack has also had surgery. For her it has been a knee 
replacement. The whole process has been far from 
straightforward and she has been in the Whittington Hospital for 
10 weeks. She is now expecting to be transferred to the MHA at 
Muswell Hill while she awaits a return to hospital for further 
surgery on her knee. She is considerably frustrated by all of this 
and so let us pray for a positive and speedy outcome after further 
surgery. 
 
Fran Pearson has also had a couple of days in hospital but is now 
out again and happily back with her family. We hope that she will 
soon be fully recovered. 
 
Seiwoo Oh, our Korean intern from Kwanglim Methodist Church in 
Seoul has returned home. He flew back to South Korea on 
Monday 27

th
 June. He had had a tough time in recent months with 

his health which culminated in an operation to remove his gall 
bladder. Happily he was well recovered from his surgery by the 

time he flew home.  
 
He read a lesson in the service on the 27

th
 

June and expressed his heartfelt thanks 
for the love and support he had had from 
the congregation. Our prayers go with him 
as he returns to his family and his role at 
Kwanglim Methodist Church. 



Revd Ken Start, a supernumerary minister who has been attached 
to us for a long time is seriously ill. He is in a residential care 
home in Chigwell. We send our best wishes to Lynn and to his 
children and assure them of our prayers. 
 
Chris Palmer, father to Caroline Clark, is also not well and no 
longer  able to come to Church. We pray for him, his wife and the 
rest of the family at this time. 
 
Father Peter Newby, our local Roman Catholic priest for St. 
Joseph’s Bunhill Row and St Mary Moorfields in Eldon Street is 
leaving his present position and going to be priest in Twickenham 

and a Chaplain to the University there. 
He will be sorely missed by everyone in 
our local ecumenical partnership. He will 
be particularly missed in connection with 
the ecumenical pilgrimages as he has 
been the leader and chief organiser of 
these over the last ten years. 

 
The congregation at St. Joseph’s will be saying, ‘farewell’ to 
Father Peter after the morning service on the 24

th
 July in the 

context of their Summer Fiesta which will run from 11.30 - 
3.00pm. It would be great if some of us who have been part and 
parcel of our ecumenical activities could go over after our service 
be present to give our farewell greetings to Father Peter. 
 
Jennifer Potter 
 

Let there be Peace - A Poem by Richard Miles 
 

Let there be peace but not at any price 
So games of chance, rolls of the dice 

Do not disdainfully dictate like all the rest 
That some should rule, some be repressed. 
Let lives be counted for their proper worth;  

Let no human being brought to birth 
Be sacrificed in vain for wounded pride. 



Let not a single man, who died 
In conflict, be dismissed as second-rate. 
Even the enemy deserves a better fate 

Than mere obliteration; it's a fact. 
Let politicians show a bit of tact 

When they, too quick to blame the other 
For the mess, forget their brother 

Man; for they should have the grace 
To recognise each member of the human race 

Is just like them, so fallible and weak. 
Instead of being rash, they should be meek,  

Try to say sorry and apologise 
When they make a mistake and not tell lies,  

For they are not such fools who seek for us to show 
Some understanding for their faults. They know 

Within their beings that it is the wise 
Who know their limits, recognise 

The times when they must take the blame. 
They must know they're not in it for the fame 

But that they're there to serve, part of the plan 
That asks the powerful to do what they can 

To help the poor, the victim and the underclass. 
They must not let the sacred moment pass 

When they can stand for good and not for bad;  
Then peace may come, peace may be had 

By all, regardless of their various views. 
Yet peace does not make headlines and the news 

Of evil that men do just seems to dominate. 
Why can't they realise it's not too late 

To change their minds and act for peace 
So all may live together, wars may cease 

If tolerance could rule, instead of fear? 
And though this time of peace seems not too near 

Let all of us determine that one day 
Peace will conquer war and peace will stay. 

 
We have missed Richard and his strong singing voice recently as 
he has had to be away most weekends visiting his mother who is 



in hospital in Yorkshire. As we think about the centenary of the 
Battle of the Somme, one of the most bloody of the First World 
War, it is good that Richard’s poem reminds us of those who died 
in conflict. 
 
Although this poem was written before we knew the result of the 
referendum his words about our living together in peace and 
harmony are timely and call upon us all to be agents of peace and 
not of division, regardless of our differing views. 
 
Jennifer Potter 
 

Statement on the EU Referendum 
The Revd Steve Wild and Jill Barber, the President and Vice-
President of the Methodist Conference, have released the 
following joint statement following the EU referendum. 
  
The people have spoken through the democratic process.  We 
recognise that the result will cause pain to some people who 
voted with passion and integrity and that now is the time to move 
forward together with goodwill. The structures have changed but 
our hopes for a fair, just and equal society continue. We must now 
gather the political will to tackle poverty, climate change and the 
refugee crisis.  
  
This Referendum has shown both the best and the worst of our 
democracy. It is to be celebrated that major constitutional change 
has happened peacefully and transparently; something that is all 
too rare in the world even today. We are saddened that the 
referendum debate has at times promoted feelings of fear and 
even hatred and racism. We do not believe that most people, 
however they voted in the referendum, wanted this. It certainly 
does not represent the kind of country that Britain wants to be. We 
must be careful now that these narratives do not shape the way 
that we do politics in the future. 
  
As the future of our role in the EU is negotiated, we cannot cut 
ourselves off from Europe.  We pray for our brothers and sisters in 



Europe, and particular in our sister Churches, and assure them 
that our love and commitment towards them is undiminished.  

And here is a prayer for this post-referendum period. As the 
implications of this historic decision continue to emerge, we call 
upon those who lead us to do justice, to love mercy and to walk 
humbly in the ways of God’s Kingdom. 

God of every nation and people, 

At this historic moment we pray for all who are affected by the 
decision that has been made. 

Whatever differences this has revealed within our own society, 

may they not eclipse what we have in common. 

Where the narratives of political debate have caused harm and 
division 

help us to reclaim the true values of our shared humanity. 

Where exaggeration and distortion have generated suspicion and 
fear 

may truth and honesty restore hope and goodness. 

We pray for all the nations of Europe 

that you will help us to find ways of living and working together 

to pursue the mercy and justice that you require. 

                We recommit ourselves – together – to the values of 
your eternal Kingdom 

                and pray that along with all people 

                we might help your world become more as you 
intended. 

AMEN 



Murder of Jo Cox MP 

Jo Cox, MP for the Batley and Spen constituency in West 
Yorkshire was murdered on June 16

th
 just out the Library in 

Birstall where she had been 
holding a meeting. On Sunday 19

th
 

June we paid tribute to her and 
held silence at the beginning of the 
service. Matthew Thorne, one of 
our members, whose home town is 
Batley, was asked to convey the 
sympathy of the congregation to 

his parents and through them to the people of Batley. 

Although only an MP for a short time, Jo Cox was well-known and 
well-loved by people across her constituency. 
 
Revd Roger Smith, the local Minister in the North Kirklees and 
Morley Methodist Circuit wrote – “Jo was a friend of all faith 
communities and had developed good relationships with local 
Methodist churches.  
 
The last time I met her she was at the local Friends’ Meeting 
House where she’d been invited to speak about her experiences 
in Palestine working for Oxfam.  
 
She arrived after playing games with our Beavers at Birstall 
Methodist Church, and was going on to speak at a fundraising 
event for a local refugee support group. For me that snapshot of 
her busy itinerary sums up the wonderful person she was.  
When I heard her talk about the security involved in going into 
Gaza – and her persistent hope that one day there will be a 
peaceful settlement in Israel/Palestine – it was unimaginable that 
a few weeks later she would lose her life on the streets of an 
ordinary place like Birstall.   She will be deeply missed in, and 
beyond, this community.” 
 
Revd Deborah Wainwright, Minister of Hanging Heaton and 
Batley Central Methodist Churches also wrote about Jo Cox. 



 
“Only last Thursday, June 9, she attended the Batley Care and 
Drop-In run by all of our town churches which is hosted at Batley 
Central Methodist Church.  
 
She chatted with clients for whom life is difficult and pledged to try 
and help them. Such was her personality that people of all faiths 
and none, including many of the Muslim community and 
Christians alike had embraced her as "their MP.” 
 
As her family prepare for her funeral, we continue to hold them in 
our prayers. 
 
Jennifer Potter 
 

 
Calling all Young People: 3Generate 2016 

 

 
 
  
This year's event will take place over the weekend 25-27 
November 2016 at PGL Liddington near Swindon. Last year, 
3Generate 2015 welcomed nearly 600 children and young people 
aged 8 to 23 from all over the country. 
  
 This unique, action-packed and inspiring weekend for children 
and young people across the Methodist Church enables them to 



speak out on issues that matter to them, have their voice heard 
and create a Manifesto for themselves and the wider Church, to 
take action on. It is also a space to have fun with friends be with 
God and talk about faith. 
  
The weekend is shaped and designed by local groups of children 
and young people and this process is facilitated by children and 
youth workers. Activities and accommodation are organised in 
three separate age groups - 8-11s (school years 4-6), 11-18s 
(school years 7-13) and 18-23s. All age groups get the chance to 
take part in a variety of activities, different styles of worship, 
themed and issue based workshops, exploring topics raised by 
the children and young people. 
  
 During the weekend the young people elect their own Youth 
President to serve for a year and represent them to the wider 
Methodist Church and a team of youth reps who volunteer to 
represent 3Generate ecumenically on the British Youth Council, 
Methodist Council, the Methodist Conference and to World 
Methodist Conferences. 
  
Craig Gaffney, Youth President 2015-2016, commented: 
"3Generate is a chance for young people to have their say on 
what matters to them and their Church and to express their views 
on key issues. The event is full of fun but can tackle serious 
topics. Last year, children and young people wanted to discuss 
their concerns around war and climate change, while other groups 
discussed issues around mental health, refugees and same sex 
marriage. Children and Young people have a lot to offer the 
Church and they have a desire to discuss and engage with a 
diverse range of topics and to engage not only each other but 
provoke a Church-wide response. 
  
Booking for 3Generate 2016 will be open from 11am on Friday 
10th June 2016 online here. 
  
Tickets cost £110 for the whole weekend, including food, 
accommodation and activities. There will be a limited number of 



day places (for Saturday 26th November) available for £55 each. 
Support is available for children and young people with additional 
needs. Bookings should be made in the usual way with further 
relevant details emailed to generate@methodistchurch.org.uk. 

 
Circle the City 2016 

 
Once again this year a group from Wesley’s Chapel went on the 
Christian Aid Circle the City Walk. This is always a fascinating 
experience where new friends are made, new places seen, fresh 
activities done and all to raise money for Christian Aid to help 
some of the poorest people around the world. 

If you have not looked at the 
photos of the Circle the City Walk 
in the Radnor Room which Kido 
has put up, please do so.  
 
If you have not handed in your 
sponsor money please do so as 
soon as possible and begin to 
think about taking part in Circle 

the City 2017. 
 

From the Photo Archive 
 
In recent editions of Window on Wesley’s we have been taking a 
dip into our considerable photo archive. In the June edition we 

looked at all the work that was 
done at the back of the Chapel to 
put up the glass-fronted building 
which assisted and continues to 
assist the finances of the Chapel. 
 
So in this edition we are going to 
look at some images of the front 
of the Chapel. 
 
‘Danger No Access’ is what the 

mailto:generate@methodistchurch.org.uk


sign says and that was the case for almost 5 years in the 1970s 
when the Chapel was found to have dry rot in some of the 
woodwork and that parts of the Chapel were suffering from 
subsidence. The remedial and refurbishment work was a long job 
culminating in 1978 with the re-opening of the Chapel by H.M. the 
Queen on November 1

st
, 200 years to the day that the Chapel had 

first opened. 
 
This photo was taken in 1974 at the beginning of the work and 
shows that the scaffolding was put up not only on the Chapel but 
on the block that houses the offices, meeting rooms and bedsits. 
All of this area was refurbished in this period. 
 
Where was the congregation during this period of exile? They 
worshipped in St Martins-in Ludgate, just down the hill from St 
Paul’s Cathedral. Where was the Church office during this period? 
In the front room of the manse that is now occupied by the 
Griffiths. Those were tough days – visitors coming to the site 
could only see John Wesley’s House, nothing else. 
 
How things have changed. Now we have huge visitor numbers 
and they are able to see a 
refurbished museum, the Chapel 
itself as well as Wesley’s House.  
 
Then in the early 1990s the 
manse that the Griffiths now 
occupy was also refurbished. You 
can see that it was a top to 
bottom piece of work with work being done to the roof as well as 

all other floors. 
 
There was no fence to the garden but 
workmen then were just as they are 
now – two to work and two to watch 
(and pose for the photo). 

 
The really scary photo is the next one – 



it has 1962 written on the back and clearly big things are going on 
to the south of John Wesley’s House and 
my House 47a (Jennifer’s). 
 
John Wesley’s House is shored up from 
behind and from the side in a somewhat 
precarious fashion and I don’t think that 
Health and Safety would allow anyone to go 
up such a long ladder as the one resting 
against the back of the house.  I am pleased 

I was not around in my house in 1962 as I don’t think I would have 
relished that huge crane as such a near neighbour or the 
underground and above ground noises that would have  
accompanied all this building activity. 
 
Looking at these photos one realises just how much work has 
gone on in and around the Chapel over the years and this will not 
stop. Both manses will be refurbished as part of the transition to 
new ministers in the next few years and the building at the back 
will also undergo some changes. Each generation has made its 
contribution to the Chapel and that is just as true of our 
generation. 
 
Jennifer Potter 
 

 
Methodist Conference 2016 

 
 
 

 

 

The Conference is the body that agrees policy for the Methodist 
Church. Gathering lay and ordained members, along with a 
number of associate and ecumenical members, the Conference is 
split into two sessions, beginning with the presbyteral session, 



exclusively for presbyters (ministers) of the Methodist Church, 
from Thursday 30 June - Friday 1 July, concluding with the 
representative session, from Saturday 2 - Thursday 7 July, which 
is also open to the public. 

The representative session will open at 2:15pm on Saturday 2 
July with the induction of the President of the Conference, the 
Revd Dr Roger Walton, and the Vice-President, Ms Rachel 
Lampard. 

If you have never been to Conference – this is your opportunity. 
Visitors are welcome to attend and sit in the gallery and there is a 
series of fringe events each evening for those who do not have 
time during the day. 

The timetable, agendas, live stream of the event and more 
information is available on the Methodist Conference website 
You can follow the Conference conversation on Twitter via  
#methodistconf and by following @MethodistGB. Please note that 
the comments and opinions do not necessarily represent the 
Methodist Church's views or position. 

Our Museum shop will also have some of the Conference 
merchandise for sale – so please check down in the Museum 
after the Sunday service. 

Jennifer Potter 
 

The Battle of Somme – One Hundred Years On 
 

It was 1916 on the 1st of July 
That artillery and smoke blackened the sky. 

Shots rang out and men fell dead, 
The sky was black, while the ground was red. 

To battle the Germans the French and British had come, 
To the bloodiest fight of the War, The Battle of the Somme. 

 
While artillery rained down on the German side 

The allies swallowed their fear and stood with pride. 
Waiting to be ordered over the top, 

http://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-4A4IA-JXH5RF-254QDA-1/c.aspx
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To run without question, don’t look back and don’t stop. 
But this is when the slaughter started, 

Machine guns screamed out as bodies and limbs became parted. 
 

Fifty-eight thousand casualties in one single day 
‘A necessary loss’ the Generals would say. 

‘We will rest for now and recommence tomorrow 
No time for the men to indulge in their sorrow’ 

So they readied the next batch of men for the slaughter, 
Would they fare better when faced with the mortars? 

 
The answer to this question was obviously no 

As the casualty counts continued to grow. 
For every single centimeter of ground that was taken 

The lives of two men were sadly forsaken. 
And so the battle waged on and on, 

The bloodiest battle of World War One. 
 

Yet as they made progress towards German lines, 
The allies had one thing in the front of their minds. 

For the Germans had a weapon the allies had yet to discover 
One that would find men even if they took cover. 

As the allied assault drew nearer and nearer 
The time to use this weapon had never been clearer. 

 
The little grey canisters flew through the air 
Giving the allied forces more than a scare. 

The men now engaged in a fight for their lives, 
They could not protect themselves with their guns or their knives. 

Their only weapon now was a mask 
But fitting it in time was a very hard task. 

 
‘Gas, Gas!’ some men would cry 

Most had masks, the rest would die. 
Their screams could be heard as they approached their death, 

Blood curdled in their lungs as they drew their last breath. 
Eventually their eyes would roll back in their head 

And with a final twitch and spasm they lay still, dead. 



And so the battle waged on and on, 
The bloodiest battle of World War One. 
Even with the threat of the German gas, 

It was time for a final allied assault to mass. 
And with this Britain unveiled their tank 

When the battle ended they had this to thank. 
 

It stormed over No-Man’s Land, through German wire, 
The Germans shook in fear as it prepared to fire. 

For the British troops it opened the way, 
For the deaths of their comrades the Germans would pay. 

And the German death count grew and grew 
As the allied assault continued to break through. 

 
And though the fighting had not ended, 

The morale of the allies began to get mended. 
They pushed with valour towards their objective, 

With a new vigour the Germans had not expected. 
Although the enemy held, and did not retreat 

This battle is viewed as a German defeat. 
 

It was 1916 on the 21st of November 
That the five month long battle was finally over. 

No shots rang out but thousands were dead, 
The sky was still black, the ground was stained red. 

To battle the Germans the French and British had come, 
To the bloodiest fight of the War, The Battle of the Somme. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Christian Aid 
 
What a lot of exciting events have been taking place during these 
past few months.  But the result is that the latest can take over 
from all the previous items of interest/importance.  I hope that has 
not happened to Christian Aid Week activities during May. 
 
Who will forget seeing our band of walkers gathered round the 
Communion rail to be commissioned before setting out to “Circle 
the City”, the annual sponsored Christian Aid event.  They set off 
in high spirits and have since been busy collecting in the 
sponsorship money: the sooner the better! 
 
Whilst that was happening we held a bucket collection at the 
Chapel: our stalwart bucket-holders collected £282.26.  Thank 
you for your support of this very important work. 
 
Quite often you will hear Christian Aid mentioned during reports of 
humanitarian work being carried out in dangerous areas of unrest: 
be reminded that you helped to make their work possible.  I am 
always ready to receive any further donations or they can be sent 
direct to Christian Aid. 
 
Your continued interest in and support of this work is much 
appreciated. 
 
Margaret Hazard 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Leys School Family Day 2016 
 
One of the most important dates in the calendar for reaffirming 
and celebrating our covenant with The Leys School and the Old 
Leysians is The Leys School Family Day. On this day the Old 
Leysians invite us to join them at The Leys School for an 
afternoon of fun and games. 
 
This year’s Family Day is Saturday 10

th
 September. Please do 

come and join us. 
 
The afternoon has always been an enjoyable one for those that 
have joined the trip. This trip has proved an opportunity for the 
whole church family (old and young) to share in fellowship and to 
get to know one another better. There will be sports matches to 
watch (including, we hope, a football match between students of 
the school and a team of our own), entertainment for children, a 
chance to enjoy an ice cream, and the ability to enjoy some of the 
beautiful grounds of the school. For those who wish to explore 
further, Cambridge City Centre is just a 10 minute walk away. I 
would really encourage you to come and share in the day. 
 
We will, once again, be offering a coach to take up to the school. 
The cost of which is heavily subsidised by the Chapel. Coach 
tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for under 18s. Please see Judith 
to book your place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERENDIPITY TWENTY-TWO (II) 
 

Charles Wesley Again: His Conversion Experience 
 
The first part of this article told how when Charles and John 
Wesley were in London in May 1738 and staying in the home of 
the bookseller, Mr James Hutton, Charles was taken ill and was 
led to move his place of residence, to stay with John Bray, an 
acquaintance of Mr Hutton, who lived a short distance away in the 
same street. 
 
Thus it was that Charles went to stay at the workshop home of, as 
he wrote, “a poor ignorant mechanic, who knows nothing but 
Christ; yet by knowing him, knows and discerns all things”. There 
at 12, Little Britain, where a blue plaque now marks the site, 
Charles stayed for the next ten days recuperating from his illness 
and as he wrote, “Longing to find Christ that I might show him to 
all mankind; that I might praise, that I might love Him.” 
 
During this time, Charles received frequent visits both from his 
brother John and from mutual friends, read through several 
passages of scripture and from theological books, and spent time 
in discussions with John Bray and the latter’s sister  Mrs Turner, 
as well as devoting long periods to prayer. He also suffered 
several bouts of the return of his illness. 
 
It was during one of these recurrences of his pleurisy that on the 
morning of Whitsunday, May 21

st
 1738, Charles lay in bed, and as 

he recorded, “I waited in hope and expectation”. At nine o’clock, 
his brother, and some friends, who were on their way to the 
morning service at St Paul’s, broke their journey to call in on 
Charles and sing a Pentecostal hymn with him. When they left 
Charles prayed for the gift of the “Comforter” after which, while he 
lay, half asleep, he heard someone come into his room and say, 
“In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, arise, and believe and thou 
shalt be healed of all thy infirmities.” These words struck Charles 
to the heart, and as he wrote in his journal, “I sighed and said 
within myself, Oh that Christ would but thus speak to me. I lay 



musing and trembling, and then thought, but what if it should be 
Him, and this the day of his coming?”    
 
Later that day, he discovered that it was actually Mrs Turner who 
had spoken to him; she, following a vivid dream, and encouraged 
by her brother, had been led to speak the words that had so 
effected Charles and proved to be the turning point in his life. The 
voice of Mrs Turner was to Charles the voice of the Lord, for he 
had found, while she was speaking, the assurance that God had, 
chased away the darkness of his unbelief, and he now found 
himself at peace and rejoiced in hope of  loving Christ“. 
 
As John Wesley wrote in his journal entry for 21

st
 May 1738: 

“I received the news that my brother had found rest to his soul 
and that his bodily strength had returned from that hour”. 
For Charles one of the most immediate changes made to him was 
the realisation that he had the means whereby his great desire to 
proclaim Christ to the entire world could be brought about. This 
being through the medium of the talent for poetry that his 
experience had awakened. Thus it was, that two days later, he 
composed the poem, which begins: 

 
“Where shall my wondering soul begin? 

How shall I to Heaven Aspire?” 
 
These words being the text which both feature in the scroll at the 
top of the Wesley’s Chapel window and are suggested as being 
part of the verses Charles is depicted as writing while seated at 
his desk in the picture at the bottom of the window. In fact, they 
are the opening lines of what is now Hymn 454 in “Singing the 
Faith”, although there verse four is printed in the Bowdlerised 
form favoured by the compilers, rather than the original, more 
robust text, the less “fearful” producers of the Methodist Hymn 
Book of 1932 and who, perhaps also mindful of John Wesley’s 
admonitions, “to would be improvers” of Wesley hymns, included 
as their Hymn #361. 
 



The hymn is also conjectured as being that which John and 
Charles sang together with a “troop of friends”, after John had 
rushed in, a little after 10.00pm on the evening of May 24

th
, to 

report to Charles the good news of his own experience, and 
declare, “I believe.”. This being the main scene imagined by the 
artist who designed the Chapel window. 
 
Although John Wesley’s evangelical conversion is rightly 
celebrated as perhaps a major factor leading to the foundation of 
today’s worldwide  Methodist family, this outcome only came 
about because of the conjoined efforts of John and Charles. 
Without the latter’s conversion and the freeing thereby of his 
poetic genius, the fervour of the “flame” of the Evangelical Revival 
which both brothers so laboured to spread by word and song, 
could have died out before it had had time to “set alight” the 
hearts of so many. It was the synergy of the two men working 
together which producing an effect so much greater than the sum 
of their individual efforts, brought others into the movement, gave 
them the means to express their deepest feelings and galvanised 
those who joined them as their lay preacher brethren. 
 
This May, and every May to come, all who love the Lord, should 
take time to stop and to give thanks to God,  then commemorate 
and celebrate both Wesley brothers; first, Charles on 21

st
 May 

and then, John on the 24
th
. Also perhaps, all taking part in the 

Wesley pilgrimage on the 24
th
 May might take the time to make a 

brief deviation up Little Britain to the blue plaque marked site of  
the one-time home of Mr Bray and his sister Mrs Turner, where 
Charles found the assurance that led him to spend the rest of his 
life “Commending his Master and Publishing the sinners Friend”. 
There too, we might be led to remember another of the Wesley 
conversion contender hymns, that is, #345 in Singing the Faith; 
                 

“And can it be that I should gain an interest in the  
Saviour’s blood” 

 
This while, not only easier to sing than #454,  is printed in its 
original form, and like the latter, amply reminds us of our reasons 



for gratitude to both Charles and John for helping to point us the 
way. 
 
Keith Dutton - Heritage Steward  
                                                                     

Ode to the organist 
(Reproduced with permission of Paulton Methodist Church Somerset) 

 
Who comes to the church in rain or snow? 

The organist. 
 

Who plays too fast or plays too slow? 
The organist. 

 
Who pushes stops in, or pulls them out, 

Plays softly when we want to shout, and yet we cannot do 
without? 

The organist. 
 

Who waits with patience for the hymns? 
The organist? 

 
Anticipates the preacher’s whims? 

The organist. 
 

Who is available to play 
For weddings, funerals and Christmas Day? 

The organist. 
 

Before you either grouse or blame, 
The organist 

Decide if you could do the same 
As the organist. 

 
Amazing grace to him is given 
And after he has nobly striven 

There is a special place in heaven 
For the organist. 

 



SUNDAY SERVICES IN JULY 
 
3rd     11.00am Morning Service & Holy Communion 
   Preacher: Jennifer Potter 
   Officiants: Leslie Griffiths/Kido  
     
10th 9.45am Holy Communion – Leslie Griffiths 

11.00am Morning Service – Leslie Griffiths 
 

17th    9.45am Holy Communion – Jennifer Potter 
 11.00am Morning Worship – Katherine Baxter 
 
24th    9.45am Holy Communion – Leslie Griffiths 

11.00am Morning Service – Leslie Griffiths  
 
24th    9.45am Holy Communion – Jennifer Potter/Kido Baek 

11.00am Morning Service – Leslie Griffiths  
7.00pm Taizé Prayer Service  
  

 

Thursday lunchtimes in July & August  
at Wesley’s Chapel 

(12.45-1.15pm) 

 
Places of Pilgrimage 

July 
7

th
  Mecca 

14
th  

        Jerusalem 
21

st
  Santiago de Compostela 

28
th

   Lourdes 
 
August 
4

th
   Iona 

11
th

  Bardsey Island 
18

th
   Walsingham 

25
th

   Canterbury 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

 



 



CHIDRENS’ PAGE 
 

 
 



July Cradle Role Birthdays 
 
20th    Jonathan    Williams    5 years 
 
May God bless this child and his family 

 
***** 

 
Weekly programme of events 

 
Sunday 9.45am Holy Communion 
                  (except 1st Sunday in month) 

11.00am   Morning Service 
12.30pm   Methodist Women in Britain (MWIB) 

 (First Sunday in the month) 
12.30pm   Wesley’s Chapel Ghana Fellowship 

(Last Sunday in the month) 
7.00pm   Taizé  Evening Service 
 (Last Sunday in the month) 

  
Monday 7.00am   Prayer Meeting 
 2.00pm   Sisterhood Fellowship 
  
Tuesday 1.05 pm      Lunchtime Recital 
       7.45pm  Boys’ Brigade (Company & Seniors: over 
11’s) 
 
Wednesday   10.00am    Stay and Play (pre-school) 
  12.45pm   Service of Holy Communion 
 
Thursday 12.45 pm       Lunchtime Service 
  
Friday 7.00pm      Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association 

        (Juniors: 8-11 years) 
 

 
 

If you would like to submit an article, poem, prayer or item of 
interest for this magazine please email it to: 

pa@wesleyschapel.org.uk 
or leave it at the Church Office marked FAO Tracey Smith 


