14th March 2010





          Preacher: Jennifer Potter
HYMNS:
334
“I sing the almighty power of God”



374 
“Thou God of truth and love”



807
“What shall we offer our good Lord”



281
“Come down, O Love Divine”



572
“Think of a world without any flowers”



66
“Great is thy faithfulness”

READINGS:
Colossians 3:12-17



John 19:25-27

“BEING AT HOME”

Well, to the surprise of some of you, I suspect, today is celebrated in Britain as Mothering Sunday – always the fourth Sunday in Lent.

It has nothing to do with Mother’s Day as celebrated in May in the USA and other parts of the world. Today is a celebration that goes back into the mists of time far beyond the commercial world of Interflora and Clinton cards. Those of you who have watched BBC Costume drama such as ‘Pride and Prejudice’ and ‘Cranford’ will have an idea of a society in this country in which many ordinary people, especially women, found employment in the homes of the wealthy as domestic servants, nannies or tutors to children. It was known as being ‘in service’ and some of the Wesley sisters found themselves in such positions.
There was no employment law then, no 6 day week or European Working Time Directive so a tradition grew up that, during Lent, servants should be given a Sunday off to return home and to go and visit their Mother Church – maybe their local Cathedral. The idea grew and for many people working at a distance it was the Sunday for returning to Mother Church and to their mother at home. Like Thanks giving Day in the USA, this day became a time for re-uniting in families.
It is also said that daughters would collect flowers from the hedgerows as they walked from their workplace home and gave their mothers a bunch of spring flowers on arrival.

You will get flowers towards the end of the service – sadly we were not able to gather them along the hedgerows. With this cold and long winter and relatively early Lent and Easter, very few spring flowers are blooming. Actually we had to pay ‘an arm and a leg’ for our daffodils - they are in such short supply they were being auctioned rather than sold for a fixed price!!

So how appropriate, today, that we have groups of people and individuals worshipping with us who have come home to their Mother Church. This ‘neat but fine’ Chapel where the bones of Mr Wesley rest is the Mother Church, not just for former members, not just for British Methodists but for the worldwide family of Methodists. We have all come home to ‘mother’ today.

And what do we expect when we return home? When we go to our Mother Church?

We expect to be ‘at home’ – relaxed, among people who love us, able to be fully ourselves and to achieve that ‘at home-ness’ lays a responsibility on all of us.
For those of us for whom this is our regular church, we have the privilege of welcoming people from all over the world, of being enriched by the ideas of others and of making global links. Perhaps we are in danger of taking all that for granted because welcoming visitors is a weekly occurrence for us here. It asks of us, what Paul asked of the people at Colossi to whom he was writing and as we heard in our first reading,

‘be kind and compassionate, patient (with people who don’t know how we do things here) and loving’ –  in other words seeking the welfare of all who cross our threshold.

In Christ we are one body – so when we receive people across our threshold with love and acceptance – we are carrying out a sacred duty, making the worldwide body of Christ real in this place.
And for visitors, what is asked of you when you come home here to this Mother Church?

An openness, a willingness to talk to others outside your own group, to ask questions about what we do here – to find out what sort of people we are in order that we can relate to each other better. It also asks for a willingness to appreciate that even in close-knit families there are always differences of ideas and practices – and that that is part of our riches, something to be embraced rather than regarded as a problem.

In the Methodist family one of the most contentious issues is always going to be – not theological, not doctrinal but musical –which tunes for the hymns!! If our tunes are new to you take it as an opportunity to learn something new, to extend your store – don’t close your lips or your hymnbook, please!
Wesley’s Chapel is the Mother Church of World Methodism – a family joined by a common faith and cherishing its place in the universal church – Christ’s body on earth. Let us make the most of our family get-together today.

And how appropriate, also, that we have baptisms today – a mother and son. Our second reading was about a mother and a son, Jesus and his mother, Mary – at the Cross.

Jesus, even as he was dying, was thinking not of himself but about the anguish of his mother. So he asks his beloved disciple, John, to be a son to her and for John to accept Mary as his mother. And this passage points up for us that ‘mothering, indeed ‘parenting’ is not an easy task – it brings with it times of exhilaration and times of desolation. Mary knew that only too well.
In fact, this very day, Mothering Sunday, brings with it very different emotions and is a difficult day for many people. It may be the best day of the year for flower-sellers and chocolatiers but for many people it is a day to be got through as quickly as possible.

There are those people who had a poor or non-existent relationship with their mothers, or even had abusive mothers. There are people who would have wished to be biological mothers but for whom that has not been possible. There are mothers whose children are estranged from them – missing or living away and not in contact. There are mothers whose children have died.
And for many of us here who are older, our mothers are no longer alive and this may be a day of regret for things said or left unsaid.

Mothering Sunday is one of those days that reflects our lives – a constantly changing canvas of light and dark, despair and hope, life and death.

Yet, as we have seen from our second reading, love and acceptance, being in nurturing relationships does not depend on biological relationships alone. Jesus from the cross did not want his mother to be left without her son so he created for her a new relationship with his beloved disciple. All that was required was that Mary and John be open and willing to enter into that new relationship.
And what is more, Jesus created the possibility of such new and close relationships not just for his mother and his disciple but opened it for all of us. He has called us to be his brothers and sisters, sons and daughters by adoption of God for God’s love and grace has the power to create such new relationships. It is for us to open ourselves to this relationship offered to us by Jesus Christ. In Christ our DNA becomes like his and enables us to love both friend and stranger, both the lovable, the unlovable and the unlovely, both those who love us and those who hate us.
So on this Mothering Sunday 2010 we pray

‘Come down, O Love Divine,

Seek thou this soul of mine,

And visit it with thine own ardour glowing’

And may this transform our relationships – in our biological families, with our friends and in our churches, in this world and in the world to come until we are at home in the arms of Jesus. Amen
