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Preacher: Arlington Trotman
Hymns: 
16
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”


559
“What a friend we have in Jesus”


136
“I heard the voice of Jesus say”


713
“If thou but suffer God to guide the”

437
“Guide me, O thou great Jehovah”
________________________________________________________________
Readings:
Psalm 27

Luke 13: 31-35
“CONQUERING PERIL”
In each of the Psalms of this cluster (26-28), the theme of the Lord’s house comes strikingly into view: 

· in 26, as the worshipper approaches he is examined by God’s demands for sincerity, and rejoices as he finds access;

· in 27, the Lord’s house provides sanctuary from various enemies, and as the place of vision;

· in 28 the worshipper presents his petition pleading with the Holy of Holies, and gets his answer.
Our Scripture today (Psalms 27) enlarges the themes so evident here: the Lord’s protection, the joy of His house, and the singer’s unquestioning loyalty and trust.

They are set against the background of something potentially dangerous and pregnant with fear, where rapid uncontrolled change looms large, and induces a deep self consciousness about survival. History is replete with troubling moments of fear and uncertainty.

My Story: uncertainty in a strange land

An experience which has helped to shape my entire outlook to this day: 

· born and raised on a small island in the Eastern Caribbean, Barbados; 

· absolutely no choice but to be in church every week; 

· it was a must respect everyone … whether you knew them or not; 

· if you forgot or simply refused, by the time you returned home, astonishingly, your parents already knew all about it;

· then fear engulfs you! You would promise never to do it again, but that did not help much! You bore the pain of disrespect.

I arrived in London just at the end of my teenage years … still saying ‘good morning…’

I became very self conscious that something was seriously wrong with me or my appearance, e.g., unkempt hair etc. After some two weeks and no one responded, I suddenly realized that things were done differently here. This increased my sense of fear and uncertainty.

The Fear

The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, whom shall I fear? (1)

Fear and the forces of evil have a particular resonance in Scripture. There is a very strong sense of what is meant in our reading today. Fear in this context may threaten one very existence: The RSV relegates ‘the enemy’ as animal like, to that of ‘pack of animals’ rushing upon you; but this avoids the emphatic ‘they’ in the text. The NEB puts it more helpfully: ‘it is they who stumble and fall’, which suggests that the intended enemy is more substantive than aggressive animals approaching. 

The threats remind us of David’s desperate situation in flight from Saul (1 Sam 23:26). Here the Lord was both a light and an active protector against the enemy.

Fear is the darkness that engulfs and imprisons us in ourselves. ‘Fear is the wrong use of imagination’, said William Rich.

Fear can take very may forms:

· the unknown

· rejection

· death

· losing your job

· deportation

· forsaken by parents

· psychological isolation, which can linger into adulthood

· leaving your home to live in a strange land (Asylum Voices)

· losing your home and livelihood

· 1 year ago, Sacramento the state capital of California - whose GDP is similar to Italy and Spain – became the tented city for the dispossessed. Tents and other makeshift homes sprung up in the shadow of the Sacramento’s skyscrapers. 

· Over 900 families per week lost their jobs in our country homes last year.

· Haitian earthquake: In the very beginning of the quake, there was the voice of one person crying, ‘the world is coming to an end’, expressing a sense of engulfing fear as that individual witnessed the destruction.

· And yet the image of the destruction of a church could not dampen the resilient spirit of the people of Haiti who were soon convened and worshipping God in the streets. (We pray now too for the people of Chile experiencing a quake yesterday - 300 dead).

We share a common toughness in the times of peril, even when fear tends to consume us. But we have sanctuary. 

Sanctuary: 

The Lord is my light and my stronghold (2)
The Covenant relationship
The Covenant relationship between God and his church establishes the principle of trust and faith. The covenant means that the church will never die because God is guaranteed to keep His side of the covenant.  

It establishes the principle and reinforces the point that in the midst of our overwhelming fear - natural disaster - God remains the author of all life. This is the confidence the singer knows. It also points toward waiting.

Waiting

Overcoming danger or indeed the threat of it entails waiting. David was anointed King at age 16, but had to wait until he was 30 before he could carry out that role. The wait is often accompanied by threat, but there are positive benefits too such as a time to

· Refresh

· Renew

· Teach and prepare

Our sanctuary however, is in Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. 

The Son

The Son is our Ultimate Sanctuary. Some theologians see the Father as utterly incomprehensible and unknowable. The doctrine of the Son is often heavily influenced by metaphysical speculation, which fits Christ into a predetermined scheme. Origen, one of the most distinguished of the early fathers of Alexandria, resolved that it was impossible to hold that the Son reveals the Father, and the place of Christ is determined by Neo-Platonic philosophy.

Professor Colin Gunton was clear and emphatic that the Son stands between the uncreated One and the created many. He is the image of the invisible God (Col 1:15). We get a picture of Jesus the Christ as he projects his focus on Jerusalem, willing to absorb the inevitable suffering associated with that perilous journey. In that, he took out place of suffering in order to bring us freedom and salvation.

It is virtually impossible to understand the God of Peril until we get a picture of the Jesus Christ our Sanctuary. 

If we look carefully, we can see the light, the nature of the Son of God shining through our darkest moments in life. It is in Him where we find refuge in perilous times.

The Wesleyan perspective on suffering has much to offer the world. God’s power and love are more greatly manifested through such events, and suffering can be alleviated only by God’s grace and power, as there is no weakness in God’s creative act.

He is our Light

Light, is the natural form of everything positive – truth to goodness, joy, peace, patience, vitality – the stronghold, the refuge that David calls upon in moments of fear.

God was both light, a refuge for him, and an intangible barrier against his pursuer. God will not ask for our love, and then withhold his own. He accomplishes this through His Son.

The challenge of Jerusalem

Jesus would be focused and determined to reach Jerusalem. Jerusalem, the spiritual and political capital, which symbolises the entire nation, would reject him. But He breaks the spirit of fear and dread for us.

ML King Jr: ‘Have we not come to such an impasse in the modern world that we must love our enemies - or else? The chain reaction of evil - hate begetting hate, wars producing more wars - must be broken’.

Nelson Mandela

(Quoting Marianne Williamson)

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It's not just in some of us; it's in everyone. And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”

As our final hymn points up:

If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 


and hope in God through all thy ways, 

God will give strength, what’re betide thee, 

and bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God's unchanging 
love builds on the rock that naught can move.
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